
ROMANS:  Our Obligation to the Unreached 
Sunday, March 7, 2020  --  Missions  --  Pastor Andrew Coleman  (adapted from D. Platt) 

 
We must GIVE sacrificially. 
We must GO willingly. 
 

Our ownership of the gospel creates obligation with the gospel.  (Romans 1:1-17) 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the 
Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6 including 
you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 
7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed 
in all the world. 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his 
Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by 
God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may 
impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually 
encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. 13 I do not want you to be unaware, 
brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in 
order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 
14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God 
is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

 

What does it mean to be Unreached? 
 

 You do not currently have access to the gospel. 

 Unless something changes, you will likely be born, live and die without  

 ever hearing the gospel. 

 

 • You have knowledge of God. (Romans 1:18-20) 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For 
what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 
20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have 
been made. So they are without excuse. 
 

 
 



 
What does it mean to be Unreached?    [continued…] 

  

• You have rejected God. (Romans 1:21-25) 

21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to 

him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 

darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory 

of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 

creeping things.  24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to 

impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they 

exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature 

rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

 
 
 

 • You stand condemned before God. (Romans 1:18-3:20) 

  1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

            unrighteousness of men, 

  1:24  Therefore, God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity… 

  1:26  For this reason, God gave them up to dishonorable passions… 

  1:28  God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done… 

1:32  They know God’s righteous decree that that those who practice such things deserve 

           to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.  

2:2    We know the that judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things.  

2:12  For all who sinned without the law will perish without the law, and all who have  

          sinned under the law will be judged by the law.  

 

 

 • You have never heard the good news about how you can be saved by God.  

     (Romans 3:21-26) 
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although 

the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith 

in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 

received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 

he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, 

so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 
 

“The gospel is only good news if it gets there in time.” 
Dr. Carl F. Henry 

  



WHY must we GIVE,  and WHY must we GO to the Unreached? 
 
• Because their knowledge of God is only enough to damn them to hell.  
 Romans 6:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
• Because the gospel of God is powerful enough to save them for heaven.  
 Revelation 5:9-10 

9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, 
shall we be saved by his life. 

 
 
• Because the plan of God warrants the sacrifices of His people.  
 Romans 10:14-15 

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

 
 
• Because the Son of God deserves the praises of all peoples.  
 Romans 1:5 

Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 

 

 Romans 16:26 
26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made 
known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about 
the obedience of faith— 

 
OUR APPLICATION:   
 
 

And so, we GIVE sacrificially and we GO willingly. 
 
* Locally:    Who’s Your One?,   Conversational EV Seminar,  Community Group Outreaches, 
  SHBC ministries…   Children, Youth, SHCS, Special Outreach Events, B.L.E.S.S. 
  Hope Women’s Centers, Prison Ministry, Homeless Ministry, US Mission Trips 
 
* Globally:   Lottie Moon Christmas Offering (LMCO) for Int’l Missions  (December $70,000) 
  March Mission Trip Offering  --   Pray and Give so SHBC’ers can GO.  
  Cyprus trip – TCK Youth Camp    AND   Marseille trip -- PNL Muslim Bible Distribution 
  ▪  Short-term mission projects  (High school and up!)  1-8 weeks 
  ▪  Mid-term mission commitments (JourneyMan or Master’s program etc)  2 years 
  ▪  Long-term career missionary  “go and stay until the job is done” 

 
This is not an option; it is an obligation! 


