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CHRISTMAS IN PHILIPPIANS 
Sunday, December 22, 2019  —  Philippians series --  Msg 13 —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

Philippians 2:5-7                                    English Standard Version (ESV) 

1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy 
by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and 
of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this 
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men.  

 

Philippians 2 is one of the GREATEST ‘CHRISTMAS PASSAGES’ of the Bible.  
 
When Christians talk about ‘what Jesus did to save us’ we usually focus on the crucifixion,  
but it all starts with the equally amazing incarnation. 

 
1)   Your greatest example of how to act is found in Christ Jesus.  vs. 5+ 
 Carefully consider who He was and what He did and how He did it. 
 

 A -  Jesus was, is, and always has been eternal GOD.   vs 6 

   though he was in the form of God 
 

Exodus 3:13-14 
13 Then Moses asked God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of 
your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ What should I 
tell them?”   14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'"  

  
John 8:58   [huge discussion with the Jewish leaders -- You’re a demon! Have you seen Abraham?!”] 
     "Truly, truly, I tell you," Jesus declared, "before Abraham was born, I AM!"  
 
John 17:5, 24 

 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you 
before the world existed.  
 

24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I 
am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the founda-
tion of the world.  

 
John 1:1-5, 14 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it.   …   14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his    
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
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 B -  GOD the Son humbled Himself.   vs 6 
  did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped 
 
 
 C -  GOD the Son emptied Himself. 
  but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant 
    
 
 D -  GOD the Son was born in the likeness of humanity. 
  being born in the likeness of men 
 
 This does not mean Jesus ever ceased being God. 
 This does not mean Jesus was ever less God.  
 This simply means he humbly submitted Himself to the Father’s plan for our redemption.  
 Think “Ultimate HUMILITY!”      Think “Ultimate SELF-RESTRAINT!”   

 
2)  Two Major Angles to Consider when thinking about the Incarnation: 
 

 1)  He leaves His place and form in heaven. 
  All the majesty left behind. 
 
 2)  He takes on simple humanity on earth. 
  All the misery taken on.  
  
 
It is extraordinary, amazing, dumbfounding, astonishing, bewildering, mind-boggling, over-
whelming etc. to consider that the Eternal Creator of the universe would leave His place and 
form in His perfect Heaven…    and what makes it that much more shocking is that He would 
enter a sinful, broken, rebellious, rejecting, and hostile toward Him  -- for our redemption.    

 
 
 

2 Corinthians 8:9 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor,  
so that you by His poverty might become rich.  

Philippians 2:5-7                                     English Standard Version (ESV) 

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, be-
ing born in the likeness of men.  


