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REPENTANCE:  COMING BACK TO GOD 
Sunday, May 5, 2019  —  Hosea: God’s Scandalous Love series —  Msg 12  —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

Setting of Hosea 14 — final chapter:  
 

 

1)  Israel was horribly unfaithful to God despite his constant love and care for them. 

2)  Israel had neglected, forgotten and forsaken GOD’S WORD/LAW.  (Hosea 4:1, 6, 12) 

3)  Israel had turned to PAGAN GODS (Baals) for SUCCESS and SEX.   

4)  Israel had turned to PAGAN NATIONS (Assyria & Syria) for PEACE and SECURITY.  

5)  Hosea prophesied that God’s unavoidable judgment was coming.  Israel was  
      headed for crushing captivity and destruction so they may see their need for God.  
 

6)  Hosea prophesied that God would bring repentance and restoration through  
    His faithful love and grace.  The new covenant with far greater blessings is coming! 
   

7)  Hosea commands Israel to repent and return to God.  
 

 

THE CALL TO REPENT AND RETURN TO GOD:    vs 1-3 
 

1)  Hosea’s command for Israel to repent is a precursor to the grand call for all  
    to repent under the new covenant of Christ’s sacrifice.  
 

      Mark 1:15  —  Jesus’s first public statements! 
Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand;  repent and believe in the gospel.”  
 

         Acts 2:38  —   Peter’s first sermon is a call to repentance  
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Is it return or is it repent?  YES!  The OT/NT concept is to turn back and be converted. 
 

Is it a command or is it a call?   YES!   Those who are God’s people will hear and obey.     

1  Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, 
 for you have stumbled because of your iniquity. 
2  Take with you words 
 and return to the LORD; 
 say to him, 
 “Take away all iniquity; 
 accept what is good, 
 and we will pay with bulls 
 the vows of our lips. 
3  Assyria shall not save us; 
 we will not ride on horses; 
 and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’ 
 to the work of our hands. 
        In you the orphan finds mercy.”  

Hosea 14:1-3                   English Standard Version (ESV) 
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2)  SIN causes distance from God and stumbling in life.  see vs 1 
      The need to ‘Return!’:   Sin separates.   

 

      Think about ‘you have stumbled’:   Sin hurts. 
       Sin shames.  
       Sin breaks things.  

 
3)  With God, repentance involves WORDS and ACTIONS that go together. vs 2 
 

 One without the other is worthless to God.  (Psalm 50:7-15;  Hosea 4:8; 5:6; 6:6; 8:13)  
 

 A — Expression through Words is critically important to God.  He is relationally communicative.  
          Through cognition and words we can develop, know and express the thoughts of the mind,  
          feelings of the heart and volition of the will.   Repentance requires all three.  
  Psalm 32:5 

I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  

  

  Luke 15:11-32  The Prodigal Son Returns   (notice vs 18) 
I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 
Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’  
 

“Take away all iniquity”   vs 2 —  the appeal for God’s forgiveness  — scapegoat Lev. 16;  John 1:29 
  

B — Expression through Action validates the words of repentance.   
 “accept what is good”  vs 2  —  right actions is the proof of the sinners repentance 
 “and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips”  —  Put your money where your mouth is.  
  A.W. Pink —  ‘Forgiven sin is forsaken sin.’  

 
4)  With God, repentance involves FAITH —  knowing and trusting in God’s promise.  vs 3 
 No more trust in foreign armies,  special weapons, or false gods, —  just a God of orphans! 

    Isaiah 55:7 
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;  
let him return to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.  
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