
BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW:  THE FALL THEN & NOW 
Sunday,  March 12, 2017  --  A NEW WORLDVIEW series  -- Msg 9 --  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

    The BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW ‘story’ or ‘progressive narrative’: 
 

 CREATION         FALL        REDEMPTION   GLORY. 

 Genesis 1-2  Genesis 3   Rest of Bible   Book of Revelation, et al 

 infinite God  finite man  God’s grace   shared glory! 
 (holy)   (sinful)   (forgiveness)   (salvation) 

 

THE FALL into Sin and Its Consequences        --       Outlined primarily in Genesis 3 
 

1. Death touches their relationship with others.   Distorted sense of self and others (individualism)-- covering. 

2. Death touches their relationship with God.   Loss of the instinct/desire to run to God-- they hid. 

3. Death touches their emotions.   Distorted feelings and reactions -- fear enters the human heart. 

4. Death touches their conscience.   Distorted sense of guilt and shame. 

5. Death touches their intellect.   Distorted use of reason and truth (e.g. blame shifting)... accusing others, even God! 

6. Death touches their bodies.   Loss of the potential to live without end.  

7. Enmity begins between the serpent and its seed and the women and her seed. 

8. Death touches the realm of parenthood.   From childbirth to child rearing. 

9. Death touches the realm of marriage and family.  Leadership struggle between husband and wife. 

10. Death touches the realm of daily life and work.  Life and work are more difficult.  

Remember the protoevangelium!  Genesis 3:15  the first announcement of the Gospel. 
 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel. 

 

 
 

THEN AND NOW --  GOD IS NOT THE PROBLEM.     
 
1) We must clearly affirm that God himself did not and does not sin and  
 God is not to be blamed for sin. 
  Deuteronomy 32:4;  Genesis 19:25;  Job 34:10;  James 1:13 
 
 
2)  Yet, evil has not always existed.   Remember ‘dualism’ is not biblical. 

 Sin would mysteriously result from the voluntary choices of moral creatures. 

 ●  Satan  --  Ezekiel 28:13-19;  Isaiah 14:12-15;  Revelation 12:9;  Luke 10:18; 2 Peter 2:4;  John 8:44 

 ●  Man  --  Genesis 3 (as studied last Sunday and Wednesday evening) 



FOUR STATES OF MAN/HUMANITY and SIN 
 

1)  Posse peccare, posse non peccare   =   Able to sin, able not to sin.   
  Before the Fall  --  Man in Innocence. 
  Only Adam & Eve experienced this state.  
  They could have obeyed God, but they chose their own way.  

 
 
2)  Non posse non peccare   =   Not able not to sin. 
  After the Fall  --  Man in Bondage 
  What Augustine calls ‘The bondage of the will’.   
  Liberty was lost! 

  •  Bondage of legal guilt and divine condemnation. (Romans 3:9-10, 19) 

  •  Bondage of love for the darkness of self-glorification.  (John 3:19-20) 

  •  Bondage of hatred for the supremacy of God.  (Romans 8:6-8) 

  •  Bondage of spiritual death.  (Ephesians 2:1–3) 

  •  Bondage of blindness to the glory of Christ.   (1 Corinthians 2:6–8)  

 

    
3)  Posse non peccare  =  Possible not to sin.   
  After Conversion to Faith in Christ  --  Man in Grace 
  Liberty is restored! 
  Isaiah 61:1 and Luke 4:14-30 (esp notice 18) 
  John 8:21-38;  Romans 7:7-25! 
 
 
4)  Non posse peccare  =  Not possible to sin.   
  After Faith is Finished  --  Man in Glory 
  This is the final state of being in heaven with our triune God. 

        Revelation 21:1-8 

A Little Help from Augustine of Hippo  (354 - 430AD) 
 

Augustine was perhaps the most brilliant mind of the first millennium of 
the church.  The first half of his life he studied and taught in the greatest 
philosophical schools of the Roman Empire.  During this time he was a 
moral reprobate  and intellectual skeptic of Christianity, but he came to 
faith in Jesus in Northern Italy. He moved back to his homeland of North 
Africa to the coastal town of Hippo Regius (which is modern day Annaba, 
Algeria) where he pastored, wrote and debated for 42 years.   
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