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REVIEW: 
     

1) Ephesians divides into two sections: Chpts 1-3—What God has done for those in Christ; 
Chpts 4-6—How to live within our new identity in Christ. 

2) Ephesians 1:3-14 describes the spiritual blessings God has given to believers. 
3) Ephesians 1:15-23 is Paul’s prayer for his readers eyes to be enlightened to know God accu-

rately and intimitely. 
4) Ephesians 2:1-10 shows how God has moved his people from death to life through Christ. 
 

Paul was addressing a problem that existed between two groups...the problem of resent-
ment. 

 The two groups were Gentiles and Jews. 
 Division was happening because of race and ethnic differences, differences of back-
ground. 
 In God’s new people divisions have no place.  
 

We were dead without Christ, but God sent Jesus to save us from our deadness and hell. 
When we trust in Him, we are no longer separated from God but have been brought near to 
God and near to each other by Jesus dying on the cross for us.  

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” 

by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that 

you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But 

now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 

flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in or-

dinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,   
16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hos-

tility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 

were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you 

are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of 

the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 

himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place 

for God by the Spirit. 

Ephesians 2:11-22                    English Standard Version  (ESV) 



Regardless of who we are God addresses our past and gives us a peace with Him and Others 
and changes the dynamics of our relationships. 

 
1) The Outsiders Past (v 11-13) 
    

The Problem that caused division—Gentiles were not Jews and because of that they 
were... 

 Separate from Christ 
 Not a part of “real” Israel 
 Outside of the promise of Israel 
 Without Hope 
 Without God 

 
Man’s Solution would be to make the Gentiles Jews...but even if they became 
a Jew, they still would not fully measure up. 
 

God’s solution to the problem—God sent Christ to bridge the division, not by making 
them Jewish but by making them righteous, through His blood 

 
2) The Outsiders Peace (v 14-18) 

Jesus’ dying on the cross accomplished many things to bring the Gentiles peace with 
God and with each other. 
   Jesus tore down the wall dividing the two people (v 14) 
   Jesus abolished the law, the thing that made the Jew special (v 15) 
   Jesus made them into a new body, bringing man together to God (v 16) 
   Jesus gave peace and access to the Father (v 17) 
 

3)  The Outsiders New Relationships (v 19-22) 
   New House Is Created—not a Jewish or Gentile house but a God house. (v 19) 
   New Foundation Is Laid—not founded on differences but on Christ (v 20) 
     1 Peter 2:4-6—We are living stones and the cornerstone is Jesus 
   New Building Grows Into A Temple—as different groups are saved, they are added to a 

holy building to worship God (v 21) 
New People In Which The Spirit Indwells (v 22) 

    
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

1. Satan loves to try to divide us in our relationships. How does he try to do this in our 
home? In our youth ministry? In our church? In our nation? 

2. What central piece does what God did, when He sent Jesus to die in our place, help us to 
be more unified (see the bold scripture)?  

3. God desires for all us to pursue peace in all our relationships. What does that look like in 
our family? What does that look like in our youth ministry? What does that look like in 
our church? 


