
BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW:  PARADISE LOST 
Sunday,  March 19, 2017  --  A NEW WORLDVIEW series  -- Msg 10 --  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

    The BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW ‘story’ or ‘progressive narrative’: 
 

 CREATION         FALL        REDEMPTION   GLORY. 

 Genesis 1-2  Genesis 3   Rest of Bible   Book of Revelation, et al 

 infinite God  finite man  God’s grace   shared glory! 
 (holy)   (sinful)   (forgiveness)   (salvation) 

 

 The Fall into Sin and Its Consequences    (two weeks ago)    --       Outlined primarily in Genesis 3 
 Genesis 2:16-17   Welcome to eat of all except this one 
 Genesis 3:1-6   Satan tempts, Eve is deceived, takes and eats; gives to Adam, he eats. 
 Genesis 3:6-24   The curse of Satan and consequences for mankind begin 
 

 Then and now --  GOD IS NOT THE PROBLEM.     
 •  We must clearly affirm that God himself did not and does not sin  
     and God is not to be blamed for sin.  Deuteronomy 32:4;  Genesis 18:25;  Job 34:10;  James 1:13 
 

 •  Yet, evil has not always existed.   Remember ‘dualism’ is not biblical. 
      Sin would mysteriously result from the voluntary choices of moral creatures. 
 

AUGUSTINE’S  FOUR STATES OF MAN/HUMANITY and SIN 
 

1)  Posse peccare, posse non peccare   =   Able to sin, able not to sin.   
  Before the Fall    →     Man in Innocence. 
 

2)  Non posse non peccare   =   Not able not to sin. 
  After the Fall    →     Man in Bondage 
  Liberty is lost!   
 

3)  Posse non peccare  =  Possible not to sin.   
  After Conversion to Faith in Christ    →     Man in Grace 
  Liberty is restored! 
 

4)  Non posse peccare  =  Not possible to sin.   
  After this life   →    Man in Glory 
  This is the final state of being in heaven with our triune God. 

 

THE FALL EXPLAINS IT ALL  --  Broken relationships, difficulties of life and work, pain, disease, deteriora-
tion, tragedy, confusion, strife, crime, abuse, natural disasters, injustice, war, terror and, ultimately, 
death. 
 
The greatest problem of man is man.  In our current, fallen nature we are sinful, and therefore  
in opposition to God’s glorious design.  Christianity offers the greatest explanation for the  
agony and death in the world.    The loss of God’s glory is devastating beyond description. 

 
Romans 3:23   

For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 
[not only the glory of Himself but His glory for us!] 

REVIEW:   



Sin has corrupted our minds so that now, in our fallen state, we cannot understand  
God’s ways and truth.  We misunderstand, misinterpret and misconstrue what He has said.   
We cannot understand what He has said, let alone,  live by His principles.  
 

I Corinthians 2:14 
The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God,  

for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them  
because they are spiritually appraised. 

 
2 Corinthians 4:4 

The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers,  
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.   

 
Ephesians 4:18 

They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God 
 because the ignorance that is in them, due to the hardness of their hearts.   

 
 
In our fallen state, we exchange the glory of God for the glory of man.    
We worship the creation instead of the Creator.   
 

Romans 1:21, 25 
For although they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks to Him,  
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened...   

They exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature  
rather than the Creator. 

 

Key areas of life that are distorted and destroyed by the Fall...   
    •  our sexuality:  self-gratification, perversion, abuse -- all opposite of God’s design 
    •  our labor:  ‘subduing the earth’ and all work is simply much harder.  From the field,  
          to the factory, to the front desk, to the boardroom...  it requires blood, sweat and tears.   
    •  our family life:  marriage is hard,  child birth and rearing is hard,  it requires diligence 
    •  our governance:  constant tension and strife, corruption, atrocities, wars, rumors of wars 
    •  our bodies:  pain, sickness, deterioration and, inevitably, death. 
 

Romans 6:23 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of  

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The Doctrine of the Fall brings great clarity to the difficulty, pain and suffering of life!   
Our misery and the meaninglessness of our existence is explained by it.   
 
The closely related Doctrine of Sin explains the world’s evil and our mortality (death).   
Nothing is more unlike God than death.    It is the final result of our rejection of God. 
 
The world is the way it is, and we are the way we are, because we have fallen into sin.   
But, PRAISE GOD, that doesn’t have to be  the end of the story.  


