
1  In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do 
and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given           
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He 
presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing 
to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
4  And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from 
me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 

Jesus Ascends to Heaven 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at           
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for        
you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.”  9 And when he had said these things, as they 
were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into                 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
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 •  Final instructions are usually very, very important. 

 •  These final instructions substantiate all of Jesus’s other instructions. 

 •  These final instructions are clearly given in all four Gospels and Acts.  

 

  Matthew 28:19-20 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
 

  Mark 16:15  
           And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the whole creation.” 
 

  Luke 24:46-48 
and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from 
the dead,  and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.”  

 

  John 20:21 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”  

 

 
  
 



    

1) Jesus ENLISTED His followers.   

 He involved them.  He included them.  He recruited them.  He commissioned them.   
 

 The LAST of His final words -- ‘to the ends of the earth.’ -- reveal the extent of His plan. 
 

   -- to the last places/peoples of this earth 
 

   -- to the last moment of this era.   
 

    Matthew 24:14 
And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the  
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.  
 

    John 17:20 
     “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word…”   
   
 

2)  Jesus ENCOURAGED His followers.  
 

 He convinced them of 3 important things: 
 

  A)  the reality of His resurrection.  (vs 3) 
 

  B)  the reality of His rapture.    (vs 9) 
 

  C)  the reality of His return!  (vs 11)  
 
 

3)  Jesus ENLIGHTENED His followers. 
  

 He informed them of His plan:  you will be my witnesses in… 
 

  A)  Jerusalem -- where they are now      Acts chapters 1-7 
 

  B)  Judea and Samaria  -- where they are near     Acts chapters 8-12 
 

  C)  the ends of the earth  --  where they are ultimately bound    Acts chapters 13-28 
 

 God graciously and generously reveals Himself and His plan to those who seek Him.  
  Jeremiah 29:11-13 
  Luke 24:44-49  Jesus on the road to Emmaus 
 

 

4)  Jesus EMPOWERED/ENABLED His followers. 
 

  He indwelt them with His Holy Spirit and all of His saving power!  
   Beginning in Acts 2 at Pentecost (a Jewish festival Feast of Weeks/Shavuot -- 50 days) 
    ●  Power for signs validating the message of the Gospel.  
    ●  Power for salvation fulfilling God’s redemptive promise and plan.  
       Matthew 10:18-20  ‘For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking thru you’ 
       Ephesians 1:18-20  ‘the surpassing greatness of His power to us who believe’ 

 
KEY POINT:   From the start, JESUS has always given His true followers everything  
     they need to be His witnesses HERE, NEAR and FAR.  

ACTS 1:8                                        English Standard Version  (ESV)  
 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come   

upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 


