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INTRO to this Series: 
 The Reason for this Study 
 What is a Worldview? 
 Who has one? 
 Where do they come from? 
 What does it matter?  How is this relevant to ME? 

 
THE REASONS for this Study: 

1. Worlds in conflict. 
2. The Great Falling Away may have begun. 
3. The Great Commission is being fulfilled. 
4. Christians can find faith, encouragement, peace and  
 strength through understanding these Biblical truths/realities.   

 
WHAT is a Worldview? 
 

 Definition #1  --  by James W. Sire 
 

A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, 
that can be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions 
(assumptions which may be true, partially true or entirely false) which we 
hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) about 
the basic constitution of reality, and that provides the foundation on 
which we live and move and have our being.   

 
 Definition #2  --  by Philip Graham Ryken 

A worldview is the structure of understanding we use to make sense of 
our world.  It is what we presuppose.  It is our way of looking at life, our 
interpretation of the universe, the orientation of the soul.   

 
 Definition #3  --  by Albert Wolters 

A worldview is the comprehensive framework of our basic understanding 
about things.   

 
 Definition #4  --  by James Olthuis 

A worldview is the set of hinges on which all our everyday thinking and 
doing turns.   

 

Colossians 2:6-8        English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

6  Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
8  See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the 
elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 



WHAT is a Worldview?    con’t 
 

 

  7 BASIC QUESTIONS used to analyze and define a worldview: 
 
  1)  What is prime reality -- what is the really real?    
   God?  gods?  the material cosmos? 
 

  2)  What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us? 
    created world?  self-existing world?  chaotic?  orderly?   
 

  3)  What is a human being? 
   A complex machine? A sleeping god?  A person made in God’s image? A naked ape? 
 

  4)  What happens to a person at death? 
 

  5)  Why is it possible to know anything at all? 
 

  6)  How do we know what is right and what is wrong? 
 

  7)  What is the meaning of human history? 
 
 
 6 MAJOR RELIGIOUS WORLDVIEWS:   8 PHILOSPHICAL WORLDVIEWS: 

  1)  Biblical Christianity    1)  Christian Theism 

  2)  Secularism     2)  Deism 

  3)  Marxism-Leninism    3)  Naturalism 

  4)  Postmodernism    4)  Nihilism 

  5)  New Spirituality    5)  Existentialism 

  6)  Islam     6)  Eastern Pantheistic Monism 

        7)  The New Age 

        8)  Postmodernism 

 
WHO has a Worldview? 
 EVERYONE!    

  Whether you know it or not.   
  Whether you can articulate it or not. 
  Whether you are consistent with it or not (to a point). 
 
 
WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE WHICH WORLDVIEW I HAVE? 
 

 EVERYTHING!  
 

  IDEAS    →    BELIEFS    →    BEHAVIOR 
 

  Colossians 1 & 2 

 

  Ultimately leads to embracing God or rejecting God.   
 
  


