
WORLDVIEW:  What’s YOUR Story? 
Sunday,  January 22, 2017  --  A NEW WORLDVIEW series  -- Msg 3  --  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

REVIEW SO FAR:   
 

 REASONS for this Study: 
  (Conflicts in the world, the Great Falling Away,  the Great Commission,  Strengthen Christians) 
 

 WHAT is a Worldview?      
 

  Definition #1  --  by James W. Sire 
 

A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, 
that can be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions 
(assumptions which may be true, partially true or entirely false) which we 
hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) about 
the basic constitution of reality, and that provides the foundation on 
which we live and move and have our being.   

 
  Definition #2  --  by Philip Graham Ryken 
 

A worldview is the structure of understanding we use to make sense of 
our world.  It is what we presuppose.  It is our way of looking at life, our 
interpretation of the universe, the orientation of the soul.   

 
  Simplest of terms-- ’Why you do what you do.’     (remember the iceberg) 
 
 SEVEN BASIC QUESTIONS used to analyze and define a worldview: 
 

  1)  What is prime reality -- what is the really real?    
  2)  What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us? 
  3)  What is a human being? 
  4)  What happens to a person at death? 
  5)  Why is it possible to know anything at all? 
  6)  How do we know what is right and what is wrong? 
  7)  What is the meaning of human history? 
 
 Worldviews are a fundamental orientation of the heart. 
 (biblical idea of ‘the heart’ =  emotion, desire/will, spirituality, intellect, God’s wisdom) 
 

 Worldviews tell a story that is both personal and public  (but not private).  
 

 Worldview stories can ultimately be identified and categorized with others.   
  
 
 

Romans 12:1-2        English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

1  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship.  
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 



WHICH STORY DO YOU EMBRACE?    
 

 

vs 1  --  present your bodies as a living sacrifice  =   your life and actions; all you are. 
 Paul pushes back against living for the sensuality of the here and now.  
 Paul reminds Christians that they don’t offer false sacrifices to false gods.   
 

 Instead, Christians make their lives a living sacrifice to God. 
 We live not ‘for the moment’, but  we live ‘in the moment for eternity’.  
 
vs. 2  --  do not be conformed to this world  ‘world’   =  ‘aion’  or  ‘age’  
 Don’t go along with the thinking, customs, pursuits of this present day. 
 But be transformed by God’s truth in your mind. 
 
 BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION            VS   HEART TRANSFORMATION. 
 •  all the do’s & don’ts  of religion   •  walking in God’s light and truth 
 •  works-based salvation    •  grace-based salvation 
 •  moralistic, therapeutic deism   •  Gospel-driven biblical theism 
 
 

The STORY (progressive narrative) of the BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW: 
 
 CREATION         FALL        REDEMPTION   GLORIFICATION. 
 

 Genesis 1-2  Genesis 3      Rest of Bible   Revelation 
  

 infinite God  finite man  God’s grace   shared glory! 
 (holy)   (sinful)   (forgiveness)   (salvation) 
 
 
 

The FABRIC OF FAITHFULNESS  by Steve Garber 
 

Why do some Christians leave home and leave the faith while others walk with Christ faithfully? 
 
 THREE PRACTICES of FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS OF JESUS: 

  1)  They have a mentor(s) who help them. 

  2)  They regularly worship, meet and walk with other faithful Christians. 

  3)  They develop a clear understanding of the Biblical worldview.  

Romans 12:1-2        English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

1  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship.  
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 


