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THE KEYS TO BEING TRULY CONTENT — Part 4 
Sunday, August 16, 2020  — Philippians series—Message 35— Pastor Jason Hill 

10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for 

me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am 

speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.  

12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circum-

stance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need.      

13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 14 Yet it was kind of you to share 

my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, 

when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and         

receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once 

and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit.   

18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from   

Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing 

to God. 19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 

Christ Jesus. 

THE FIVE KEYS TO CONTENTMENT:   (the first four in prior weeks) 

 1) A contented person is confident in God’s providence. vs 10 
 10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were 

indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity.  
 

 2) A contented person is satisfied with little. vs 11 
  11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 

 

 3) A contented person is strengthened by divine power. vs 13 
  13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

 
 4) A contented person is independent from circumstances. vs 12 
 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have 

learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 

 
 5) A contented person is concerned with the well-being of others. vs 14 
  14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 
 

  Share—sygkoinoneo—to associate for a task committing to a lasting relationship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philippians 4:10-19             English Standard Version  (ESV) 

Paul’s good times included:                   Times the gospel flourished 

The salvation of the Philippian jailer and his family.              Acts 16:30-34 

The salvation of the Jews who were persuaded in Thessalonica   Acts 17:2-4 

The salvation of God-fearing Thessalonian Gentiles and leading women           Acts 17:4 

The Philippians willingly joined with Paul in the task of sharing the gospel  
in good times and in trouble. 
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THEIR RELATIONSHIP WAS A PARTNERSHIP COMMITTED TO SHARING THE GOSPEL 

 Both took ownership of spreading the gospel. Both were concerned about the well-being of the other. 

    Paul as the missionary. The Philippians as the supporters. 

 Their relationship was a partnership... 
   

 The Philippians’ concern led to decisive participation 
15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, 
when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving,  
except you alone. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again.  
 

The Gospel come alive to the Philippians so much so that they wanted others to know Christ. 
They were willing to give consistently and sacrificially. 

  

 The Philippians’ participation included ample support 
18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from 
Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, 
 
 Paul had everything he needed and then some. 
 

 The Philippians’ support was well-pleasing to God 
 18 ...a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 
 
  God is pleased when we use our time, talents, finances for His glory.  
 
 

Paul’s trouble included:               Times of persecution 

Being beaten with rods and thrown into jail with his feet in stocks.           Acts 16:22-24 
 
Escaping at night from an angry mob who wanted to drag him to a crowd.       Acts 17:5-10 

Both the goer and the giver are important to the task of sharing the gospel! 

Accounting Terminology is used throughout -  
giving and receiving  vs 15  Credit  vs 17  Full payment  vs 18 
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  Their relationship was a partnership... 
   

 Paul sought their growth in Christ-likeness 
 17 Not that I seek the gift but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 
 
  “Fruit”—the benefit that comes from your righteousness 
 

Paul was excited when he saw the Philippians demonstrating their maturity in Christ. 
 

 Paul explained their giving as an act of worship. 
 18 ...a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 
 

Noah offered a fragrant offering upon leaving the ark, after witnessing  
God’s judgement and provision 

Genesis 8:21—And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his 
heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s 
heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as 
I have done.   

 

 Christ’s sacrifice for us was a fragrant offering to God 
Ephesians 5:2—And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fra-
grant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

 Paul calls us all to give our bodies as a living sacrifices which is your spiritual worship. 
Romans 12:1—I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual  

  worship. 
 

 Paul taught the One they worship is the Great Provider. 
 19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

  

 Great Provider: my God—No matter what the need is, the need is not greater than God 

 Assurance of Provision: will supply every need of yours—God will supply every provision His children need 

 Great Resource: according to his riches in glory—There is no limit to the resources at God’s disposal 

 Great Mediator: in Christ Jesus—Surrendering our lives to Christ and asking God to meet our needs in Him 

 

Key Questions: 

  Have you believed in and received Christ, who died for your sins? 

  Have you forgotten to share Christ, with those around you? 

  Have you become self-focused instead of others-focused in supporting the spread of the Gospel? 

19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Great Provider Assurance of Provision Great Resource Great Mediator 


