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NO WORD OF GOD  —  NO WALK WITH GOD 
Sunday, March 3, 2019  —  Hosea: God’s Scandalous Love series —  Msg 6 —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

REVIEW:   Why Are Passages on Sin and Wrath Important to Us? 
 

While the book of Hosea has some astounding statements about God’s love and forgiveness, 
the majority of Hosea is revealing sin and declaring God’s wrath against it (like a lot of the 
Bible).  So is it really necessary to study the sin/wrath stuff?  If so, WHY?   

 

1)  Because every last word of God’s Holy Word is eternally important. 
2)  Because superficial diagnoses lead to false remedies.  
3)  Because understanding sin and wrath will make you wiser.  
4)  Because understanding sin and wrath will warn you of great danger.   
5)  Because understanding sin and wrath will help you cherish the Gospel.  (diagram) 

 

       Additionally:  The greatest need you have is to know the God of Scripture and walk with Him.  
 

 You don’t need a “Mr. Potato Head God” that you have put together  
         through your own selections of preferred passages.   
  

                                 When we practice “pick & choose Christianity” we deceive ourselves and  
         the truth of God is not in us.   It is a false gospel.   
 

 You don’t need quick fixes however enticing they may appear. 
  • sensational/emotional experiences   • intellectual stimulation 
  • motivational enticement    • tips and tactics for life   

 

1   Hear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel, 
 for the LORD has a controversy with the  
 inhabitants of the land. 
 There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, 
 and no knowledge of God in the land; 
2   there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing,  
 and committing adultery; 
 they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 
3   Therefore the land mourns, 
 and all who dwell in it languish, 
 and also the beasts of the field 
 and the birds of the heavens, 
 and even the fish of the sea are taken away. 
 

4   Yet let no one contend, 
 and let none accuse, 
 for with you is my contention, O priest. 
5   You shall stumble by day; 
 the prophet also shall stumble with you by night; 
 and I will destroy your mother. 
6   My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; 
 because you have rejected knowledge, 
 I reject you from being a priest to me. 
 And since you have forgotten the law of your God, 
 I also will forget your children. 

HOSEA chapter 4  English Standard Version  (ESV) KEY OBSERVATIONS & APPLICATIONS: 
 

1)  God’s people better listen to His Words. 
       The issue is always God’s Word.  (vs 1&6) 
 (‘word’, ‘knowledge’, ‘law’) 

 
2)  God, in His grace, identifies the problem 
      He has with His people.  
 Sins of omission lead to   (vs 1) 
 sins of commission.  (vs 2)  
 (When you don’t do what you should do   
  you will do what you shouldn't do.) 

 
3)  God, in His grace, sends judgment to get the 
      attention of His people.   (vs 3, 5, 6) 
 
4)   Don’t make excuses!   Don’t blame others.  
        (vs 4-5  the people, the priests and the prophets) 
         Priests neglected the Word but the people tolerated it.  
 
5)  The potential consequences are massive! 
        - cursed environment vs 3  (Deut 28-32) 
        - lose their nation vs 5 
        - lose their priestly place to the other nations vs 6 
        - lose their promised generations to come vs 6 
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7   The more they increased, 
 the more they sinned against me; 
 I will change their glory into shame. 
8   They feed on the sin of my people; 
 they are greedy for their iniquity. 
9   And it shall be like people, like priest; 
 I will punish them for their ways 
 and repay them for their deeds. 
10  They shall eat, but not be satisfied; 
 they shall play the whore, but not multiply, 
 because they have forsaken the LORD 
 to cherish 11 whoredom, wine, and new wine, 
 which take away the understanding. 
 
12  My people inquire of a piece of wood, 
 and their walking staff gives them oracles. 
 For a spirit of whoredom has led them astray, 
 and they have left their God to play the whore. 
13  They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains 
 and burn offerings on the hills, 
 under oak, poplar, and terebinth, 
 because their shade is good. 
 Therefore your daughters play the whore, 
 and your brides commit adultery. 
14  I will not punish your daughters  
 when they play the whore, 
 nor your brides when they commit adultery; 
 for the men themselves go aside with prostitutes 
 and sacrifice with cult prostitutes, 
 and a people without understanding shall come to ruin. 
 
15  Though you play the whore, O Israel, 
 let not Judah become guilty. 
 Enter not into Gilgal, 
 nor go up to Beth-aven, 
 and swear not, “As the LORD lives.” 
16  Like a stubborn heifer, 
 Israel is stubborn; 
 can the LORD now feed them 
 like a lamb in a broad pasture? 
 
17  Ephraim is joined to idols; 
 leave him alone. 
18  When their drink is gone,  
 they give themselves to whoring; 
 their rulers dearly love shame. 
19  A wind has wrapped them in its wings, 
 and they shall be ashamed because of their sacrifices. 

vs 7-10  Corrupt, ungodly priests will be    
   judged harshly.   
 

   Remember the warnings of Jesus, Paul, 
   Peter and Jude… corrupt leaders  
   have always been a problem.  
 

   Their sin will be great.  
   Their damage will be great.  
   Their condemnation will be great.  
 

   Be careful whom you follow.  
 
 
vs 12-14   The stupidity of their idolatry. 
 

      The sadness of their idolatry. 
  left their God to play the whore 
 

       The perversion of their idolatry. 
  

       The depth of their idolatry. 
   

       The end of their idolatry .   
   shall come to ruin 
 
 

vs 15-16  WARNING!   Stay away from this evil! 
 Faithful Judah was to keep distance.   
 Gilgal was a holy place to God (Joshua 5) 
 Beth-aven  “House of Wickedness” 
 formerly Bethel  “House of God” 

 “honest to God” swearing 
 Israel simply will not be helped!  
 
 

vs 17-19   Ephraim = Israel 
      Their wickedness is to the core. 

 
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS:  

 

SIN will take you further than you want to go. 
It will keep you longer than you want to stay. 
It will cost you more than you want to pay. 
 
ALL OF THIS came about because God’s people 
 got separated from God’s Word.    
 
THE IDOLS of entertainment, media, sports, work, 
leisure, status, sex, physique, food, health can keep 
you just as far from God as Baal worship!  


