
The Righteous Shall Live By Faith 

A Study of the Ten Commandments 

Lesson 12 

Law and Grace 

Thinking about the text 

What do these verses tell us about where God’s law is written? What is the purpose of the conscience?  

Thinking about the text 

How can the law be summed up as “Love God” and “Love others?”  

Luke 10:25–27 (ESV) 

25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 26
 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27

 And he answered, “You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 

mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 

The first four commandments show what our heart for God should be. 

The last six commandments show our heart for others should be. 

God’s Moral Law—Love God, Love Others 

Romans 2:14–16 (ESV) 

14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to     

themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15
 They show that the work of the law is written on their 

hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 
16

 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 

Psalm 119:89 (ESV)  89 Forever, O Lord, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens. 

Romans 7:12 (ESV)  12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

Thinking about the texts 

What are some characteristics of the Law? 

Romans 1:21 (ESV) 

21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile 

in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

Thinking about the text 

Why does this passage say they knew God...how did they come to know God? 



Romans 8:7 (ESV) 

7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 

Romans 3:20 (ESV) 

20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 

knowledge of sin. 

Romans 7:7 (ESV) 

7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not 

have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 

James 2:10–11 (ESV) 

10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 11
 For he who said, 

“Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you 

have become a transgressor of the law. 

The Righteous Shall Live By Faith 

A Study of the Ten Commandments 

Lesson 12 

Law and Grace 

Thinking about the texts 

What is the purpose of the Law? (What does the law of God do for man?) 

How many times can a person fail to keep the law before he becomes a lawbreaker? 

Purpose of the Law / Gift of Grace 

The knowledge of sin comes through the knowledge of the law. 

Thinking about the text 

Can we keep the law of God? Why or Why not? 

Our only hope is a Mediator. The Mediator we need is Jesus. 



Psalm 119:32 (ESV)  32 I will run in the way of your commandments when you enlarge my heart! 

Galatians 3:10–11 (ESV) 

10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not 

abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” 11
 Now it is evident that no one is justified 

before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

Galatians 2:16 (ESV) 

16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also 

have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because 

by works of the law no one will be justified. 
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What does God’s Spirit do in the person who is trusting in Jesus? What does Psalm 119:32 mean? 

A heart of flesh still has darkness in it. What does this mean for the Christian? 

Thinking about the texts 

What does it mean “to rely on works of the law?” Why is a person who relies on works of the law cursed? 

How many people are justified, considered righteous, by works of the law? 

What makes a person righteous, right before God, considered a perfect law keeper? 

What does “the righteous shall live by faith” mean? 

We need a New Heart 

Ezekiel 36:26–27 (ESV) 

26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 

from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27
 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 

my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 

Darkened hearts cannot have faith. To have faith, a person must have a new heart. 

A person is justified, considered a perfect law keeper, when they place their faith in Jesus...the Perfect Law 
Keeper, our Mediator, the remover of the burden from sin, and the giver of perfect law-keeping. 

Jesus makes us acceptable to a holy God. 

“Run, John, run, the law commands but gives us neither feet more hands. 
Far better news the gospel brings; it bids us fly and gives us wings.” 

JOHN BUNYAN 


