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Sunday, November 3, 2019  —  Philippians series --  Msg 8 —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

Philippians 1:19-26                                     English Standard Version (ESV) 

Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and 
the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliver-
ance, 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at 
all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be 
honored in my body, whether by life or by death.   21 For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell.    
23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and 
be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I 
will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in 
the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in 
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.  

REVIEW: 
 1)  Paul writes from a prison in Rome to the Philippian church he planted and loves. 
 

 2)  Paul awaits execution chained to a Roman solider and the Philippians endure much trouble.  
 

 3)  Paul rejoices that whether he lives or dies, the salvation of God is his sure hope. 
 His joy is NOT based upon his circumstances.  Au contraire! 
 His joy is based on God’s salvation.  vs 20-21 
 His joy was fed by people’s prayer, the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, and 
    God’s salvation promise.  vs 19-21 

 

Talk about a REASON TO LIVE --  For to me, to live is CHRIST! 
 Christianity without Christ is a sum total of nothing.   Christ is everything.  
 

 Galatians 2:20 

 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.   
 

 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 
17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away. Behold, the new has 
come! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation:  
 

 Count Nikolaus von Zinzendorf    (1700-1760   father of German protestant missions)  
          “I have but one enthusiasm; it is Him, only Him!” 

  
Talk about a GUY ready to DIE!  Paul had eternal purpose and perspective. 

 Acts 20:24 
But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and 
the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.  

 

 Acts 21:13   [At Ephesus a man prophesied that Paul would be arrested if he went to Jerusalem] 
 12 When we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul 
answered, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be impris-
oned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”   
 

  

Last Week 

Msg Today 

THE GREAT QUANDARY:  SHOULD I STAY OR SHOULD I GO? 
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Philippians 1:21-26  (focus)                              English Standard Version (ESV) 

 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in 
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose    
I cannot tell.    23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is 
to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain 
in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, 
I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress 
and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to 
glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.  

 

 Romans 14:7-9  
7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 9 For 
to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

 

 2 Timothy 4:6-7 
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.  
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there 
is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me 
on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.  

 
 

 Two Great Priorities:  the WORK of God’s Kingdom and the PROMISE of God’s Kingdom 
 

 This is exactly what we see in the life, work and death of Christ.  

 
REASON TO LIVE and REASON TO DIE --  vs 22-26 
 

 1)  Reason to LIVE  --  A Christ-glorifying life!     
 Living in obedience by making disciples among the nations.  vs 22 
 Living by faith -- which is pleasing to the Lord. 
 Living in sacrifice for those who need us.   vs 22, 25 

 
       2)  Reason to DIE  --  A Glorious Union with Christ! 
 

 

 1 John 3:2 
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we  
know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.  

 

   Psalm 17:15 
As for me, I will behold Your face in righteousness; when I awake, I will be satisfied with Your presence.  

 

 Colossians 3:4 
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.  

 

WHAT ABOUT YOU? 

 Are your views of life and death aligned with the surrounding culture or God’s Word? 
  (fear or anticipation?)      (selfishness or selflessness?) 
 

 Are you finally ready to believe and receive Christ as your Savior-King? 
  John 1:12  
        But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,  


