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THE HOPE OF HEAVEN

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, 

by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
Philippians 3:20-21

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 

Colossians 3:1

“The man who is about to sail for Australia or New Zealand as a settler, is naturally 
anxious to know something about his future home, its climate, its employments, 

its inhabitants, its ways, its customs. All these are subjects of deep interest to him. 
You are leaving the land of your nativity, you are going to spend the rest of your life 
in a new hemisphere. It would be strange indeed if you did not desire information 

about your new abode. Now surely, if we hope to dwell forever in that ‘better 
country, even a heavenly one,’ we ought to seek all the knowledge we can get about 
it. Before we go to our eternal home we should try to become acquainted with it.”

J.C. Ryle

“It becomes us to spend this life only as a journey toward heaven … to which we 
should subordinate all other concerns of life. Why should we labor for or set our 
hearts on anything else, but that which is our proper end and true happiness?” 

Jonathan Edwards

Heaven Carefully Contemplated …

1. We hold fast to biblical .  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.” 

Revelation 21:1-3

But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, 
what God has prepared for those who love him”—these things God has revealed to us 
through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For who 
knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no 
one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received 
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not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand 
the things freely given us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human 

wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 
1 Corinthians 2:9-13

2. We tread carefully into theological                                    .
Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will

cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in 
part, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I 
spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a 

man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. 
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.

1 Corinthians 13:8-12

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but 
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 

1 John 3:2

“Speculation is a legitimate theological activity, as long as we are aware that we are speculating.”
 Millard J. Erickson

3. We leave room for personal .  
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 

think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Ephesians 3:20-21

❍   imagination must never fly ___________ from truth. 
❍   imagination must always fly ____________ the truth.

Heaven Biblically Defined...

1. The expanse of God’s . 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1

“For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, 
not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.”

 Matthew 5:18

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”
 Matthew 24:35
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2. A synonym for God’s .

“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more 
than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and
I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and 
came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 

compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’”

 Luke 15:17-21

John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven.”
 John 3:27

The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from 
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’” 
Matthew 21:25

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Matthew 4:17

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming 
the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 

of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
Mark 1:14-15

3. The place where God  ______________.

Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what
is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest?” 

Isaiah 66:1

Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.” 
Matthew 6:9

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” 

Matthew 7:21

“So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before 

men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew 10:32-33
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And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.” 

Matthew 16:17

“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in 
heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.” 

Matthew 18:10

“Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 
they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 18:19

A.  Angels come from heaven.
And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended 

from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.
Matthew 28:2

And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 
Luke 22:43

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”
 Luke 2:15

B. The ________ came from heaven.

“No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.” 
John 3:13

He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the 
earth and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 

John 3:31

They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother 
we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 

John 6:42

C.  The Son ____________ to heaven.

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and 
a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he 
went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, 
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why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Acts 1:9-11

Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand 
of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 

1 Peter 3:21-22

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the 
true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 

Hebrews 9:24

D.  The Son _____________ in heaven.

But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the 

heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
Acts 7:55-56

Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

Romans 8:34

E.  The Son will from heaven.

“In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”
John 14:2-3

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and 
a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he 
went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 

into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Acts 1:9-11

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the 

dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 
always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18
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F.   We ____________________ to heaven.

■ A      to come …

For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose designer and builder is God.

Hebrews 11:10

For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 
Hebrews 13:14

■ A ____________ to come …

But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

Hebrews 11:16

■ A  to come …

Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

Matthew 6:9-10

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’”

 Matthew 25:34

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things 
shall not be remembered or come into mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in 
that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people 
to be a gladness. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more 

shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress.”
 Isaiah 65:17-19

“For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, says the 
LORD, so shall your offspring and your name remain. From new moon to new moon, and 

from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the LORD.” 
Isaiah 66:22-23

But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

2 Peter 3:13

The eternal Heaven is the _____________________  where God and 
His angels will dwell with His people in unhindered communion 
and unimaginable joy. 
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 

nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
Revelation 21:1-4

❍ The ultimate end of the gospel is not that we will go to heaven, 
  but that heaven will ___________________________________. 

“God will make the new earth his dwelling place …. Heaven and earth will 
then no longer be separated as they are now, but they will be one. But to 

leave the new earth out of consideration when we think of the final state of 
believers is greatly to impoverish biblical teaching about the life to come.” 

Anthony Hoekema

Careful  Questions …

1. Will the earth as we know it be _________________?

Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the 
work of your hands. They will perish, but you will remain; they will all 
wear out like a garment. You will change them like a robe, and they will 

pass away, but you are the same, and your years have no end.
Psalm 102:25-27

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 
Luke 21:33

And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the 
heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will 

all wear out like a garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they 
will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.” 

Hebrews 1:10-12

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, 

and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.
2 Peter 3:10

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his 
presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 

Revelation 20:11
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Revelation 21:1-2

2. Or will the earth as we know it be _______________?

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Genesis 1:31

A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever. 
Ecclesiastes 1:4

He built his sanctuary like the high heavens, like the 
earth, which he has founded forever.

Psalm 78:69

“When Revelation 21:2 and 2 Peter 3:10 say that the present earth and heavens 
will ‘pass away,’ it does not have to mean that they go out of existence, but may 

mean that there will be such a change in them that their present condition passes 
away. We might say, ‘The caterpillar passes away, and the butterfly emerges.’ 
There is a real passing away, and there is a real continuity, a real connection.” 

John Piper

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

Colossians 1:19-20

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth and declared it ‘good.’ God does 
not surrender this good creation to Satan but wins it back through the blood of Christ, 

which frees creation’s rulers from the sentence of death for sin.” 
Russell Moore

“But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD …” 
Numbers 14:21

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
Psalm 19:1

And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the east. And the sound of 
his coming was like the sound of many waters, and the earth shone with his glory. 

Ezekiel 43:2
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They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that 
day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him 

shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
Isaiah 11:9-10

“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.”

Habakkuk 2:14

3. Will the earth as we know it be ___________________?

For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes 
her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and 

gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
Isaiah 51:3

“And they will say, ‘This land that was desolate has become like the garden of Eden, 
and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are now fortified and inhabited.’” 

Ezekiel 36:35

Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in 
knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree 
of life and eat, and live forever—” therefore the LORD God sent him out from 
the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out 
the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a 

flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 
Genesis 3:22-24

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of 

the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of 
fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of 

God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 
Revelation 22:1-3

A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became 
four rivers. The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around 

the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. And the gold of that land is good; 
bdellium and onyx stone are there. The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is 
the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. And the name of the third river 

is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
Genesis 2:10-14
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“You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your 
covering, sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, 
emerald, and carbuncle; and crafted in gold were your settings and your 

engravings. On the day that you were created they were prepared.” 
Ezekiel 28:13

“You shall take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the sons of 
Israel, six of their names on the one stone, and the names of the remaining six on 
the other stone, in the order of their birth. As a jeweler engraves signets, so shall 
you engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel. You shall enclose 
them in settings of gold filigree. And you shall set the two stones on the shoulder 
pieces of the ephod, as stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel. And Aaron 
shall bear their names before the LORD on his two shoulders for remembrance.” 

Exodus 28:9-12

The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. 
The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the 
fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth 

topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 
Revelation 21:19-20

4. OR will the earth as we know it be ________________?

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

2 Corinthians 5:17

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 

through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
Colossians 1:16-20

“No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.”

Isaac Watts
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“This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.

This is my Father’s world: the battle is not done:
Jesus who died shall be satisfied,
And earth and Heav’n be one.”

Maltbie Babcock

Correcting Misconceptions …

“Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ 
appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all 

the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.” 
Acts 3:19-21

1. Heaven is not non-earth, but ___________________.

“New creation is the goal or purpose of God’s redemptive-historical 
plan; new creation is the logical main point of Scripture.”

Greg Beale

2. Heaven is not ________________ and otherworldly,
 but _________________ and earthly.

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.
For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 

corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.
Romans 8:19-21

“The gospel is far greater than most of us imagine. It isn’t just good 
news for us—it’s good news for animals, plants, stars, and planets. 

It’s good news for the sky above and the earth below.”
Randy Alcorn

3. Heaven is not foreign, but ________________.

“Heaven, as the eternal home of the divine Man and of all the redeemed members of 
the human race, must necessarily be thoroughly human in its structure, conditions, and 
activities. Its joys and activities must all be rational, moral, emotional, voluntary, and 
active. There must be the exercise of all the faculties, the gratification of all tastes, the 

development of all talent capacities, the realization of all ideals …. Heaven will prove the 
consummate flower and fruit of the whole creation and of all the history of the universe.” 

A.A. Hodge
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4. Heaven is not boring, but ____________________.
“If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, 

the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.” 
C.S. Lewis

Heaven is not a place where we have nothing to do but 
float on the clouds, but a new earth where we have 
everything to do: 

-  a God to worship, 
-  a kingdom to rule, 
-  a universe to explore, 
-  work to accomplish, 
-  friends to enjoy.

“Those hills,” said Lucy, “the nice woody ones and the blue ones behind—
aren’t they very like the southern border of Narnia.”

“Alike!” cried Edmund after a moment’s silence. “Why they’re exactly alike. 
Look, there’s Mount Pire with his forked head, and there’s the pass into 
Archenland and everything!”

“And yet they’re not alike,” said Lucy. “They’re different. They have more 
colours on them and they look further away than I remembered and they’re 
more . . . more . . . oh, I don’t know ... .”

“More like the real thing,” said the Lord Digory softly.

Suddenly Farsight the Eagle spread his wings, soared thirty or forty feet up into 
the air, circled round and then alighted on the ground. “Kings and Queens,” he 
cried, “we have all been blind. We are only beginning to see where we are. From 
up there I have seen it all—Ettinsmuir, Beaversdam, the Great River, and Cair 
Paravel still shining on the edge of the Eastern Sea. Narnia is not dead. This is 
Narnia.”

“But how can it be?” said Peter. “For Aslan told us older ones that we should 
never return to Narnia, and here we are.”

“Yes,” said Eustace. “And we saw it all destroyed and the sun put out.”

“And it’s all so different,” said Lucy.

C.S. Lewis'   --   THE LAST BATTLE   excerpt
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“The Eagle is right,” said the Lord Digory. “Listen, Peter. When Aslan 
said you could never go back to Narnia, he meant the Narnia you 
were thinking of. But that was not the real Narnia. That had a 
beginning and an end. It was only a shadow or a copy of the real 
Narnia, which has always been here and always will be here: just as 
our own world, England and all, is only a shadow or copy of 
something in Aslan’s real world. You need not mourn over Narnia, 
Lucy. All of the old Narnia that mattered, all the dear creatures, have 
been drawn into the real Narnia through the Door. And of course it is 
different; as different as a real thing is from a shadow or as a waking 
life is from a dream.” …

The difference between the old Narnia and the new Narnia was like 
that. The new one was a deeper country: every rock and flower and 
blade of grass looked as if it meant more. I can’t describe it any better 
than that: if you ever get there, you will know what I mean.

It was the Unicorn who summed up what everyone was feeling. He 
stamped his right forehoof on the ground and neighed and then 
cried: “I have come home at last! This is my real country! I belong 
here. This is the land I have been looking for all my life, though I never 
knew it till now. The reason why we loved the old Narnia is that it 
sometimes looked a little like this.”

“The Last Battle,” C.S. Lewis




