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Sunday, June 13, 2021--  1st JOHN series  --  Msg 7  --  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

REVIEW :       

 The Author:   John was a disciple and apostle    
 The Genre:  an open letter to all churches.  
   writing style is --  artistic, repeating, interwoven, layered, progressively revealing. 

 The Setting:   critical transition time at end of the eyewitness era 
   Doctrinal Problems in the Churches around John: 
    --  as always, false teachers were rising up  
    --  so new heresies were circulating around.   
   Behavioral Problems in the Churches around John: 
    --  Many were loving the world instead of loving God and others.    

 

 •  Verse 5 is perhaps the central premise of the entire letter…  “This is the message that we  
      have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him is no darkness at all.”    
 

 •  So far,  the Apostle John wants us to know… 
       --  the reality and centrality of Christ in all things         (1:1-4) 
       --  the perfect nature of God      (1:5)    
       --  the sinful nature of humanity      (1:6, 8, 10)   
       --  the forgiven nature of those who are in Christ.    (1:7,9) 

       --  it is possible for true Christians to have Christ’s victory over sin (2:1) 

•   Posse peccare    means ‘possible to sin’    (Adam before the Fall) 
•   Non posse non peccare  means ‘not possible not to sin’ (Everyone after the Fall) 
•   Posse non peccare    means ‘possible not to sin’  (The Redeemed in this life) 
•   Non posse peccare    means ‘not possible to sin’  (The Redeemed after this life) 

 
 
 

****************************************************************** 
 

The study of Salvation is called SOTERIOLOGY.   
 

  soter =  ‘savior’  logos =  ‘study’/’word’ 
 

 Christians should study soteriology because it is throughout God’s Word. 
 Christians should study soteriology because it is extremely pertinent to their eternity. 
 Christians should study soteriology because it reveals the GLORIOUS nature of God’s grace.  
 

 1 JOHN 2:1-2  gives us a beautiful glimpse into God’s soteriology:  HOW HE SAVES US.  
 
 

1st JOHN 2:1-6         English Standard Version (ESV) 

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the sins of the whole world. 3 And by this we know that 
we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 Whoever 
says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of 
God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: 6 whoever 
says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.  



BIBLICAL SOTERIOLOGY involves two key elements-- 
 

 1)  The Problem of our Destruction (our sin):   
 Romans 3:23      
        For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

 Romans 6:23b 
        The wages of sin is death... 

 Isaiah 59:2 
        but your iniquities have made a separation 
  between you and your God, 
        and your sins have hidden his face from you 
  so that he does not hear.  
 Psalm 14:2-3 
        The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, 
          to see if there are any who understand, 
         who seek after God. 
         They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; 
          there is none who does good, 
          not even one. 

 

 2)  The Solution of our Rescue (Christ): 
   Romans 6:23 
          The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

   Romans 5:6 
          For at just the right time, while we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  

 
GOD’S GLORIOUS SALVATION in 1 John 2:1-2  --   
 

1)  The horrible but necessary assumption:  True Christians are sometimes still going to sin. 
 vs 1   But if anyone does sin     
  1 John 1:7  --  we walk with Him and he still has to cleanse us 
  Romans 7  --  our struggle with ‘the flesh’   
 
2)  The glorious and gracious reality:  Jesus Christ the Righteous is still going to represent us.  
 vs 1   we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
     advocate  =  parakletos  =  “one who comes along side” 
  1 Timothy 2:5-6 

 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  
who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.   

  Hebrews 8:1 
Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest,  
one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,  

 

1st JOHN 2:1-2         English Standard Version (ESV) 

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the sins of the whole world. 



GOD’S GLORIOUS SALVATION in 1 John 2:1-2  --    continued 
 

3)  Christ also appeases the righteous, wrathful judgment of God that we deserve. 
  He is the propitiation for our sins, 
 
 The word propitiation sheds light on HOW God saves us through Jesus Christ.  
  ‘propitiation’  is similar to  ‘appeasement’ or ‘satisfaction’ or ‘atonement’ 
 
 Its usage reveals that our sin incurs a certain coming judgment from God,  
 but that impending doom is escaped because God’s wrath is appeased.  
 
 That which was owed is paid or reconciled.   That which was unjustified, is now justified.  
  Romans 5:1 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,  
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

  Romans 5:10 
For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his  
Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  

 

  Colossians 1:19-20 
 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile 
to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.  

 

4)  Christ’s sacrifice is generously sufficient for all believers around the world.   
  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for  
                          ours only but also for the sins of the whole world 
 
 This salvation is available not to just John and his readers but also to the whole world.  
 
 We know this does not mean that the sins of non-believers are appeased.  
  1 John 5:12-13 

 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.   
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.  

  John 3:36 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey 
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.  

 
    IMPORTANT QUESTIONS FOR MEDITATION/DISCUSSION:   
  Why would Christ remain our advocate even when we sin? 
  How should this knowledge affect our relationship to Him and our behavior? 
  Do you know that you know that Christ is your advocate?  Are you sure?   How? 

1st JOHN 2:1-2         English Standard Version (ESV) 

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
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