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1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2
 “Honor your father and mother” (this 

is the first commandment with a promise), 3
 “that it may go well with you and that you may live 

long in the land.” 4
 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the dis-

cipline and instruction of the Lord. 

REVIEW: 
     

1) In the practical section of Ephesians, Paul describes how the believers new position in Christ should look in 
three different relationships (husbands and wives, children and parents, slaves and masters). 

2) Paul calls for husbands to love their wives and wives to respect their husbands. 
3) The relationship between a husband and wife should picture the gospel to the world. 

We relate to one another as new creations in Christ. The gospel informs and transforms our 
familial relationships in a way that glorifies Him. The Spirit Controlled life is necessary for hav-

ing a good parent-child relationship. 

Ephesians 6:1-4                    English Standard Version  (ESV) 

Obey your parents 
“Obey”—to listen with attentiveness and respond positively to what is heard. ILLUS: Answering a door 

Same word is used—Matt. 8:27; Mark 1:27; Acts 6:7.  
 
I. Obeying your parents is right. 
 Eph. 6:1— Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
 

“in the Lord” —As a creature of God (created but not necessarily a child of God) you are 
still to obey the Lord by obeying your parents because God has            
dominion over you.  

“this is right”—It is correct, it is exactly as it should be. It is how God has ordered        
society. Psalm 19:8; 119:75, 128; Hosea 14:9 

 
“Children who respect and obey their parents will build a society that is ordered,         

harmonious, and productive.” John MacArthur 

  
II. Obeying your parents is pleasing to the Lord. 
 Col. 3:20— Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 
 
  “In everything” - Not an occasional obedience but a continual lifestyle. 
 “pleases the Lord” - It is acceptable to God. God is well pleased when you obey.               

2 Corinthians 5:9; Romans 12:1; 14:18; Ephesians 5:10 
 

Children have a responsibility in the order of a Christian family. It is to obey parents. 
 

Pleasing the Lord—  
1 Timothy 5:4 — But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show 
godliness to their own household and to make some return to their parents, for this is pleasing 
in the sight of God. 

 
It pleases the Lord to show godliness to your house and to give back to your parents. 
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Honor your father and mother 
Honor—to evaluate someone accurately/honestly and respectfully because of their position. ILLUS: A King 
 Same word used — 1 Timothy 1:17; 1 Peter 2:17; Hebrews 2:9  
 
 Obedience is duty/Honor is disposition 
 
Honoring your parents is a commandment of God. 

Exodus 20:12 — “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you.” 

 
Deuteronomy 5:16 — “Honor your father and mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you.” 
 
Parents are to be obeyed and honored because to do so is to obey and honor the Lord. 

 
Honoring your parents ensures the promise of the Lord. 
 “promise” - this is a general promise not absolute. 
 “may live long in the land” - a blessed and long life here on earth to those who keep its precept.  
  
 Obedience often accompanies self-discipline bring stability and longevity to one’s life. 

Warnings to Heed: 
 
Not obeying your parents shows that you are blasphemy because you are not honoring God. Nehemiah 9:6 
Not obeying your parents could show that you are not a believer. Romans 1:28-32 
Not honoring your parents could bring a curse. Deuteronomy 27:16 
Not honoring your parents could lead to death. Matthew 15:4; Leviticus 19:3 

 

How do we obey and honor our parents? 
1. Listen to their instruction— 

Prov. 1:8-9—Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake not your mother’s teaching, for 
they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your neck.  

Prov. 23:22 —Listen to your father who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is 
old. 

2. Follow their instruction —  
  Prov. 6:20 — My son, keep your father’s commandment, and forsake not your mother’s teaching.   

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2
 “Honor your father and moth-

er” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3
 “that it may go well with you and that 

you may live long in the land.” 4
 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring 

them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

Ephesians 6:1-4                    English Standard Version  (ESV) 

The Lord is pleased when you are attentively listening, immediately positively responding, 

and giving proper respect to your parents. It is just right! 


