
The Righteous Shall Live By Faith 

A Study of the Ten Commandments 

Lesson 3 

Any Likeness Of Anything 
REVIEW: 

 1. God is greater than all gods, and He commands us to worship Him and only Him 

2. Because man’s heart is darkened, man is by nature pulled to worship what God has made rather   

  than the Creator. 

 3. Even good things can become idols of our hearts when we love them too much, when they are 

  first in our hearts, or when they are so important that we will sin to get them. 

 4. A Great Escape from the sinful nature and the burden of sin must happen to be free from the 

  weight of sin. 

Exodus 20:4–6 (ESV) 

4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that 

is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5
 You shall not bow down to them or serve 

them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the 

third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6
 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those 

who love me and keep my commandments. 

Questions from the text 

What does this command tell us not to do?  What does this command tell us about God? 

You should not try to make something to represent,  
or to be a symbol of God and worship it. 

Thinking about the text 

Is it wrong to use pictures of Jesus in Growth Group or Bible Class? 
Is it wrong to have artwork of something from the Bible? 

“Not make for yourself a carved image or likeness” — An image or an idol can be something that we make 
with our hands, but it can also be something that we make in our imagination. 

“for I the Lord your God am a jealous God” — God will not share His greatness and worth. God wants to be 
most important in your heart, and He does not share that with anyone/anything. 

“visiting the iniquity of the fathers on children…” — God will punish sin. Although He is merciful and faithful, 
He cannot overlook sin. Sin must be addressed. 

“showing steadfast love to thousands….” — God is a God of judgment and great mercy. In the New              
Testament we discover that God has given a greater reason for us to hope...Jesus.   
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Any Likeness of Anything 

Consider The Account Of The Golden Calf 

Sin is a serious matter.  

Questions from the text 

1.  What did the people do?             2.  From where did the idea to make the golden calf come? 
3.  What did the golden calf represent?       4.  What kind of feast did Aaron proclaim?  

Exodus 32:19 (ESV)  ...Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out of his hands and broke them 

Exodus 32:20 (ESV)  ...He took the calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it to powder 

Exodus 32:28 (ESV) ...the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses and that day about three     

 thousand men of the people fell. 

Exodus 32:35 (ESV) ...the LORD sent a plague on the people. 

Exodus 32:1–6 (ESV) 

1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered them-

selves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the 

man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2
 So Aaron said 

to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and 

bring them to me.” 3
 So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to 

Aaron. 4
 And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden 

calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5
 When Aa-

ron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast 

to the Lord.” 6
 And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. 

And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. 

Thinking about the text 

Why was Moses so angry?  What was in their hearts that was so wrong? 
Why is it wrong to make an image of God to worship? 

Israel was punished for breaking the Second Commandment before the commandment was given to them! 

The law condemned something already in their hearts. The law shows the contents of their hearts was wrong. 

We too need new hearts —That is why He gave His Son Jesus! 


