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NEEDED PERSPECTIVE ON GIVING THANKS IN 2020 
Sunday, November 22,  2020  —  THANKSGIVING SUNDAY —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

1 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart.  2 But 
we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning 
or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would 
commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God.  3 And even if our 
gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing.  4 In their case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from see-
ing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5 For 
what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. 
 
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power be-
longs to God and not to us.  8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; per-
plexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 
not destroyed;  10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.  11 For we who live are always being 
given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested 
in our mortal flesh.  12 So death is at work in us, but life in you.  13 Since we 
have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, "I believed, and so 
I spoke," we also believe, and so we also speak,  
 
14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring 
us with you into his presence.  15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace ex-
tends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of 
God.  16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner 
self is being renewed day by day.  17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing 
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison,  18 as we look not to the 
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen 
are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

CONTEXT:    The Apostle Paul is writing to the Christians at CORINTH who have turned back from living   
           sinful lives to honor God.  They have been given the ministry of the Gospel in the midst of a  
                        fallen, messed up world. Yes, there is trouble and hardship but there is also SO MUCH MORE! 

2 CORINTHIANS 4                          English Standard Version (ESV) 

1)   Notice the stark reality of our difficulty.  Vs 1-4, 7-12, 16, 17 

2)   Notice God’s resurrection power over our difficulty.   Vs  5-6,  7, 11, 14, 16 

3)   Notice the ETERNAL REWARD that motivates thanksgiving amidst our difficulty.  
 Vs  14, 16, 17, 18 



 2 

 I THESSALONIANS 5:16-18 
 Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,  
 give thanks in all circumstances;  
 for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
 
JAMES 1:2-4 

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness 
have its full effect, that you may be perfect and com-
plete, lacking in nothing.  

 
 

 
IMPORTANT PERSPECTIVES ON GIVING THANKS TO GOD: 
 

1)  Giving thanks to God is a personal/spiritual discipline. 
 
2)  Giving thanks to God is often an expression of gratitude. 
 
3)  Giving thanks to God should always be an expression of faith. 
  Acts 16:25   and   Acts 5:41 
 

4)  Giving thanks to God is often a reminder to the heart and mind. 
 
5)  Giving thanks to God is always rewarded.    Hebrews 11:6 

 
 

 

 PSALM 34:8-10 
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! 
 Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 
Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints, 
 for those who fear Him have no lack! 
The young lions suffer want and hunger; 
 but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 

 
 PSALM 84:11-12 

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 
 the Lord bestows favor and honor. 
No good thing does He withhold 
 from those who walk uprightly. 
O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in You! 

 

      PSALM 100  —  GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD 
 

1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
2  Serve the LORD with gladness! 
  Come into his presence with singing! 
3 Know that the LORD, he is God! 
  It is he who made us, and we are his; 
  we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
  and his courts with praise! 
  Give thanks to him; bless his name! 
5 For the LORD is good; 
  his steadfast love endures forever, 
  and his faithfulness to all generations. 


