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The CRUX of The Matter EVERY MATTER 
Sunday, January 19, 2020  —  Philippians series --  Msg 14 —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

Philippians 2:1-11                                                English Standard Version (ESV) 

1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy 
by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this 
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled him-
self by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 
is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and  every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

 

BACKGROUND & CONTEXT: 
1)  The Apostle Paul writes from prison in Rome to the church at Philippi. 

2)  He calls them to live as citizens of heaven instead of citizens of any earthly realm.  

3)  He deals with the pain of their persecution and the problem of their disunity. 

4)  Chapter 2:1-11 may be considered the climax of the letter -- OUR MODEL FOR UNITY!  

     • The GOLDEN KEY to Right Relationships:  Christ’s example, work and power.  

     • Vs 5-11 is often called “The Hymn of Christ” -- it has poetic form in Koine Greek. 

      It outlines 5 MIND-BLOWING truths concerning Jesus: 

     A-  Jesus the preincarnate, eternal Creator-Son of God  vs 6 (Genesis 1:26-27, John 1:-5) 

     B-  Jesus the incarnate Son of God  vs 7 (aka Immanuel, the Christ, Messiah, Savior, Lord, etc) 

     C-  Jesus’s humble obedience as the Son to the Father  vs 8 

     D-  Jesus’s willing sacrificial death as ransom for sinners   vs 8 

     E-  The Father’s exaltation of the Son  vs  9-11 
   (Jesus’s resurrection,  ascension  and reign) 
 

TWO KEY EXHORTATIONS  (strong recommendations/pleas): 
 

 1)  Don’t miss the massive connection between verses 5-11 with verses 1-4.  
 --  Christ reconciles us to God, in part, so we can be reconciled to each other.  
 

 2)  Don’t miss the massive connection between humility and unity. 
 --  Christ humbled Himself completely to unify us to God.   (2 Cor. 8:9) 
 --  We must humble ourselves before God to be unified with God.   (repent & believe-- Mark 1:15) 
 --  God greatly rewards faith-filled humility.  vs 9!    Heb. 11:6b;    James 4:1-10 
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Have you ever heard of a J-CURVE? 
Key Concept:  The way UP is DOWN. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

JESUS’S  J-CURVE OUR  J-CURVE 

1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights 

among you? Is it not this, that your passions are 

at war within you? 2 You desire and do not 

have, so you murder. You covet and cannot    

obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not 

have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do 

not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend 

it on your passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do 

you not know that friendship with the world is 

enmity with God?  Therefore whoever wishes to 

be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy 

of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose 

that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously 

over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 

6 But he gives more grace.  Therefore it says, 

“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 

Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 

hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and 

mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to 

mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble 

yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.  

JAMES 4:1-10 

GALATIANS 2:20 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 

Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 

faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.  


