VICTORY OVER THE WORLD -- FAITH IN GOD
Wednesday RECHARGE -- January 12, 2022 -- 1st JOHN series -- Msg 21 -- Pastor Andrew Coleman

1st JOHN 5:1-12

English Standard Version (ESV)

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2 By this we know that
we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For
this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments
are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the
world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it
that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but
by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit
is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the
blood; and these three agree. 9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of
God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his
Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever
does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony, that God
gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

JOHN WRITES TO CLARIFY and AFFIRM TRUE FAITH.
In every chapter he presents important tests by which the reader can evaluate -A) their own faith
B) the faith claims of others.

SEE THE TESTS OF SALVATION THAT SURFACE AGAIN:
1) The test of belief in Jesus as Messiah. vs 1
2) The test of love for the saints (those ‘born of him’, the ‘children of God’). vs 1
3) The test of love for God vs 2-3

4) The test of obedience. vs 2-3
The association of love for God and obedience is directly related.
The more we love God, the more we want to obey God.

SEE THE AFFIRMATION GIVEN -- TRUE BELIEVERS ARE ‘OVERCOMERS’.
see the verb form nikao = ‘overcomer’ in verses 4 and 5
• think Nike! (goddess of victory who aided Zeus in his battle against the Titans)
• used 28 times in NT, 24 times by John.
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JOHN 16:33

(After Jesus foretells his death and resurrection…)

9 His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! 30 Now we
know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that
you came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 32 Behold, the hour is coming,
indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I
am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

ROMANS 8:31-39 (After Paul describes life in the Spirit as an heir of Christ -- then GLORY to come)
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did
not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us
all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it
is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:57

(After Paul explains how Believers share in the Resurrection of Christ)
50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable
body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When the
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass
the saying that is written:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
“O death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?”
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

The Ultimate Victory is not in faith itself but faith in GOD.

By faith we are loosed, transformed and empowered by the Holy Spirit!

2

