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REVIEW: 
     

1) Chapters 1—3, the Christian’s position before God.  
2) Chapter 4:1, Paul begins exhorting believers to live in a “manner worthy of the calling to which you have 

been called,” namely, a life of holiness.  
3) Chapter 6:10-20, this calling to live holy lives is made difficult due to the spiritual forces of darkness that 

oppose the people of God.  

Christians are caught in an unseen war between the forces of darkness who seek to 
prevent believers from growing in holiness. Therefore, believers in the Lord Jesus 

must stand firm, in His strength, by putting on the armor that He has provided.  

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that 

you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, 

that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, 

having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for 

your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the 

shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet 

of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, 

with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all 

the saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the 

mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought 

to speak. 

Ephesians 6:10-20                    English Standard Version  (ESV) 

1. Our Call (vv. 10)  
  

Paul is comparing the Christian life to a war between the people of God and the forces of darkness.  
 
“Be strong in the Lord and the strength of His might.” 
 Stand in His strength, not your own!  
  Peter trusted in Himself, denied the Lord three times (Luke 22:54-62). 
  The Israelites tried to take the promised land themselves, defeated by the Amalekites  
  (Numbers 14:39-45). 
 

 Illustration: Paddling against a strong current, with access to a motorized engine.  
  

How do we become strong in the strength of the Lord? We put on the armor that God has given us  (vv.11a) 
 
 

 
  

June 6, 1944  
The beginning of the end.  



Christian, You Are No Civilian 
Wednesday, May 27, 2020  —  Ephesians Series—MS Msg 12  —    T.J. Chipman 

II. Our Enemy (vv. 11 - 12)  
 
 Satan and his demons.  
  He has authority. “… against the rulers, against the  
 authorities…” (vv. 12)  
  Ephesians 2:2, “prince of the power of the air.”  
  He is ultimately defeated.  (1 Cor. 15:56)  
  He should not be taken lightly. (Titanic)  
 

III. Our Armor (vv. 13 - 17)  
 
 Belt of Truth (vv. 14a)  
  The belt is what holds everything together.  
  The Christian faith is built upon truth claims.  
   (I.e. Jesus’ death and resurrection).  
  Jesus = “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6) 
 Breast Plate of Righteousness (vv. 14b) 
  External righteousness of Christ given by faith.  
  Internal life of integrity and holiness.  
 Shoes of Readiness in the Gospel of Peace (vv. 15) 
  Peace with God.  
  Peace with Man.  
 Shield of Faith (vv. 16) 
  Roman shields = wood and leather.  
  Deflect Satan's attacks with the promises of God.  
 Sword of the Spirit (Word of God) (vv. 17b) 
  Faith is only as good as the object of faith.  
  We kill sin with the promises of God.  
 Helmet of Salvation (vv. 17a)  
  Salvation past, present, and future.  
   Past = justification  
   Present = victory over sin  
   Future = our hope  

 

IV. Our Mission   
     
   The reason why we fight: to be with Christ.  
   Our mission: to boldly proclaim the Gospel (vv. 19) 

  Prayer = the soldier’s greatest asset.  

 

Application:  
1. Christians must be prepared. 
2. Christians must have a wartime mentality.  
3. Christians must be in the Word.  
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