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THE HORROR OF HELL

And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book 
of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Revelation 20:15

Introductory Cautions …

1. We must approach this doctrine .

“Let’s be eager to leave what is familiar for what is true. Nothing outside of God 
and His truth should be sacred to us. And so it is with hell. If hell is some primitive 
myth left over from conservative tradition, then let’s set it on that dusty shelf next to 
other traditional beliefs that have no basis in Scripture. But if it is true, if the Bible 
does teach that there is a literal hell awaiting those who don’t believe in Jesus, then 
this reality must change us. It should certainly purge our souls of all complacency.” 

Francis Chan

A.  The Bible speaks ____________ about hell.

“If Jesus, the Lord of Love and Author of Grace spoke about hell more often, and in 
a more vivid, blood-curdling manner than anyone else, it must be a crucial truth.” 

Tim Keller

“All the language that strikes terror into our hearts—weeping and gnashing of teeth, outer 
darkness, the worm, the fire, gehenna, the great gulf fixed—is all directly taken from our 
Lord’s teaching. It is from Jesus Christ that we learn the doctrine of eternal punishment.” 

J.I. Packer

“If there is any truth in Scripture at all, this is true—that those who stubbornly refuse 
to submit to the Gospel, and to love and obey Jesus Christ incur at the Last Advent an 

infinite and irreparable loss. They pass into a night on which no morning dawns.” 
James Denney

❍ the aim of scripture is not primarily to inform people about the details of hell. 
❍ the aim of scripture is primarily to warn people about the danger of hell.

■ that we might __________ of sin.
■ that we might __________ in righteousness.

“Hell is not in the Bible for us to debate it or to reject it. 
It is there so that we might escape from it!”

Richard Brooks
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B.  The Bible speaks ____________________ about hell.
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What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! For he says
to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion 
on whom I have compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or exertion, 
but on God, who has mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very 
purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my 
name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he has mercy on whomever 
he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. You will say to me then, “Why does 
he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” But who are you, O man, to 
answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you 
made me like this?” Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same 
lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? What if 
God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with 
much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known 
the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for 
glory—even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the 
Gentiles?

Romans 9:14-24

A.  We do not deserve  ____________________.

And when Moses saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had let them 
break loose, to the derision of their enemies), then Moses stood in the gate of the camp 
and said, “Who is on the LORD’s side? Come to me.” And all the sons of Levi 
gathered around him. And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘Put 
your sword on your side each of you, and go to and fro from gate to gate throughout 
the camp, and each of you kill his brother and his companion and his neighbor.’” 
And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And that day about three 
thousand men of the people fell. 

Exodus 32:25-28

Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness 
pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be 

gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.”
Exodus 33:18-19

■ He would be  just  to __________________ people.
■ He is  gracious  to ____________________ people.

■ He is  _____________;  we are creature.
■ He is  ____________;  we are owned.
■ He is  __________;  we are not.

2. We must approach the subject ____________________.

B.  We dare not  _________ God's authority.
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Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: “Dress for action 
like a man; I will question you, and you make it known to me. Will you even 

put me in the wrong? Will you condemn me that you may be in the right?” 
Job 40:6-8

Then Job answered the LORD and said: “I know that you can do all things, and 
that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. ‘Who is this that hides counsel without 

knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful 
for me, which I did not know. ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and 

you make it known to me.’ I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now 
my eye sees you; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”

Job 42:1-6

■ We do not have the right to _____________ His ways.

“Who are we to pass judgment on the justice of the decision of the All-Wise? Who are we 
to say what is consistent or inconsistent with God’s righteousness? Sin has so enfeebled our 
power of righteous judgment, so darkened our understanding, so dulled our conscience, so 
perverted our wills, so corrupted our hearts, that we are quite incompetent to decide. We 

are ourselves so infected and affected by sin that we are altogether incapable of estimating its 
due merits. Imagine a company of criminals passing judgment on the equity and goodness 

of the law which had condemned them!” 
A.W. Pink

■ God has the right to do what He .

Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness! Why should the nations say, “Where 

is their God?” Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.
Psalm 115:1-3

3. We must approach this doctrine .
 ❍ we are not considering a stale theological doctrine.
 ❍ we are contemplating a real eternal destiny.

“I’m scared [to write a book on hell] because so much is at stake. Think about it. If I say
there is no hell, and it turns out that there is a hell, I may lead people into the very place
I convinced them did not exist! If I say there is a hell, and I’m wrong, I may persuade 
people to spend their lives frantically warning loved ones about a terrifying place that 
isn’t real! When it comes to hell, we can’t afford to be wrong. This is not one of those 
doctrines where you can toss in your two cents, shrug your shoulders, and move on. Too 
much is at stake. Too many people are at stake. And the Bible has too much to say.”

 Francis Chan

4. We must approach this doctrine .
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Ten Biblical Realities …

1st REALITY:    Hell is a place of ultimate ______________.

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with 
a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and 
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a white 
robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their 
brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.

 Revelation 6:9-11

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out 
on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.” So the first angel went and poured 
out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores came upon the people who 
bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The second angel poured out his 
bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, and every living thing died 
that was in the sea. The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the 
springs of water, and they became blood. And I heard the angel in charge of the 
waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, for you brought these 
judgments. For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and you have given 
them blood to drink. It is what they deserve!” And I heard the altar saying, “Yes, 
Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!”

 Revelation 16:1-7

After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, 
crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for his 
judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the 
earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” Once 
more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” And 
the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who 
was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!”

Revelation 19:1-4

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence 
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great 
and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book 
was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written 
in the books, according to what they had done.

 Revelation 20:11-12

“If God is supremely just, and just in a sense which is recognizable as just by his human 
creatures, and if hell exists because it is ordained by God, then hell must be just.”

Paul Helm
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“And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your 
foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with 
two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be 
thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’”

 Mark 9:43-48

“Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the 
age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom 
all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace.” 

Matthew 13:40-42

“So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil 
from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace.”

 Matthew 13:49-50a

“And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It 
is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to 
be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to 
be thrown into the hell of fire.”

 Matthew 18:8-9

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’” 

Matthew 25:41

And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left 
their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until 
the judgment of the great day—just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued 
unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.

Jude 6-7

And have mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching them out of the fire; 
to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh. 

Jude 22-23

And if anyone’s name was not found written in the 
book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Revelation 20:15

2nd REALITY:    Hell is a place of  ______________________.
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• Hell is a place of conscious torment .
“The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man 
also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and 
saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember 
that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, 
between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would 
pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ And 
he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house—for I have five 

brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’” 
Luke 16:22-28

And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the 
beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also will drink the 
wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented 

with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.” 
Revelation 14:9-10

And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the 
saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, and the 
devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast 
and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

Revelation 20:9-10

• Hell is a place of outer darkness  .

“I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the 

sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness.” 
Matthew 8:11-12a

“Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and 
foot and cast him into the outer darkness.’”

Matthew 22:13

“‘And cast the worthless servant into the outer 
darkness.’” Matthew 25:30a

These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For 
them the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved.

2 Peter 2:17

3rd REALITY:    Hell is a place of ________________________.

4th REALITY:    Hell is a place of ________________________.
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These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, shepherds 
feeding themselves; waterless clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, 

twice dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; 
wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever.

Jude 12-13

“In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
Matthew 8:12b

“In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
Matthew 13:42b

“In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
Matthew 13:50b

“‘In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
Matthew 22:13b

“‘In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
Matthew 25:30b

5th  Hell is a place of ____________and ____________ of teeth.

Think of rabid dogs in a fight. 

1  Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we 
have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2  For since the 
message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every 
transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 
3  how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? 
It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us 
by those who heard, 4  while God also bore witness by signs 
and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy 
Spirit distributed according to his will.

Hebrews 2:1-4




