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GOD’S WORD & WORSHIP:  YOUR GREATEST NEEDS IN 2021   
Sunday, January 3, 2021  — First Sunday Worship 2021  —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

THE SETTING OF NEHEMIAH CHAPTER 8:  
 

Nehemiah becomes governor over the city/region.  
Ezra is the priest over the temple.  
 
They had returned to Jerusalem that had been destroyed and 
abandoned to restore the observance of God’s Law & worship.  

 
What the Book of NEHEMIAH is all about: 
 

1)  The Lord hears prayer.  
 

2)  The Lord works providentially through leaders and  
      nations to bring about his greater purposes.  
 

3)  The Lord protects His people so they don’t need to be afraid. 
 

4)  The Lord is merciful and faithful to His promises  
      despite His people’s persistence in sin.  
 

5)  God’s Word and Worship are at the center of life.  

4000BC Adam 
 Noah  (to Terah) 
 

2000BC Abraham, Isaac, Jacob 
 Joseph (to Egypt) 
 

1500BC Moses (out of Egypt) 
   The Judges (into Promised Land) 
 
1000BC   Kings--  Saul, David, Solomon   
 1st Temple built by Solomon 
 
  931BC Kingdom Divided and/or Captive 
    [Israel (north)   Judah (south)] 
     The Major & Minor Prophets 
 

    750BC    Prophet Hosea 
  700BC   Isaiah & Micah  
   (Babylonian & Assyrian & Persian Wars)  

  586BC   1st Temple & Jerusalem destroyed 
  516BC   2nd Temple rebuilt  
  458BC   Ezra returns from Persia captivity 
  445BC   Nehemiah returns to build wall 
   
  400BC Intertestamental period begins 
 

      0BC Birth of Christ Jesus 

 
 

1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe 
to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the 
Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first 
day of the seventh month.  3 And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning 
until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all 
the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they 
had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on 
his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his 
left hand.  5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he 
opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, 
“Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to 
the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Joza-
bad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people remained in their 
places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people 
understood the reading. 
 
9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people 
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept 
as they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine 
and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for 
the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is 
holy; do not be grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to 
make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them.  

NEHEMIAH 8:1-12          Ezra Reads the Law of God                       English Standard Version (ESV) 
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KEY OBSERVATIONS from NEHEMIAH 8:1-12 
 

 

1)  Our READING of God’s Word is hugely important. 
 

 A--  they gathered together at an important common place    
   vs 1  all the people gathered as one man  “all the people”  occurs 10 times 
   Hebrews 10:25  --  “Do not forsake the assembling of yourselves together…” 
 

 B--  they purposefully prioritized the place and prominence of the reading 
   vs 1  all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate 
   vs 4  And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose.  
 
 C--  they attentively listened,  they desired to hear the Word 
   vs 3 And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.  
   vs 5 and the people stood when he opened the book 
 

 D--  they were not distracted by discomfort 
   vs 3 And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday  
   vs 7 the Levites helped the people understand the Law, while the people remained in their places 
 
 E--  they were careful to understand what it actually means 
   vs 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the  
                            people understood the reading.  
   Proper understanding is the responsibility of both the preacher and the people. 

  
2)  Our RESPONSE to God’s Word is hugely important:  TRUE WORSHIP! 
 

 A--  the Words of God convicted them of their sin    (they knew they had not kept God’s Laws) 
   vs 9  For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law.  
 
 B--  God’s Word brings the JOY of God’s faithfulness, mercy and grace! 
  God keeps his covenant promise even when we do not.   This is the Gospel -- reason to rejoice! 
   vs 9   “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.”   
   vs 10  “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing   
         ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

vs 11  So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.”  

vs 12  And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing,  
             because they had understood the words that were declared to them.    
 

Romans 2:4-5 
4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s 
kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are 
storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.  
 

WHAT ABOUT YOU IN 2021?? 
 

1)  Will you ATTENTIVELY READ the Word?         Both at your home and with your church family? 
 

2)  Will you JOYFULLY RECEIVE the Word?   
      JAMES 1:27 

Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive 
with humility the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  


