
OUR GOAL:   To understand the meaning of the Lord’s Supper and God’s purpose for it in our lives.  
 
 
REVIEW:    
 1)  Old Testament origin was God’s deliverance of His people from Egypt when death  
       passed over the homes with the blood of a lamb applied over the doorway. 
 

 2)  God commanded His people to annually remember His rescue by the PASSOVER meal.  
 

 3)  Jesus and His disciples celebrate the LAST PASSOVER SUPPER on the night before His crucifixion. 
 

 4)  Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth makes clear that true Christians cannot live  
       wicked lives and claim salvation with Christ at His Table of sacrifice.  
 

         1 CORINTHIANS 10:21-22 
21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the 
table of the Lord and the table of demons. 22 Shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are 
we stronger than he? 

 
 

  6)  Do not be deceived— the idolatries of the world are the idolatries of demons. 
   vs 20-22 
                   You cannot worship Christ and the devil.   It’s one or the other.   Rev. 3:16;  Joshua 24:15-16 
 

  7)  The SOLUTION?   Repent and turn away from earthly idols.  Worship Christ alone. 
   Some of the Corinthians did this…   see 2 CORINTHIANS chapters 6 and 7.  
 
 

BACKGROUND to 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34    
 

 1)  The Corinthian church had gotten off track in many different ways.  
 

 2)  They had immorality problems,  unity problems,  theological problems and  
       here we see that they had totally distorted the purpose and meaning of the Lord’s Supper. 
  

 Many were not Jews so most didn’t have the background of the sacred Passover observance. 
 
 They turned the Lord’s Supper into a social event. 
 
 The world’s thinking had become their mode of thinking instead of the truth of the Gospel  
       that they had originally been taught.  
 
 To their credit they had rich and poor, slave and free, Gentile and Jew in their membership,  
       but they did not treat one another with Christlikeness whatsoever.  
 
 They displayed selfishness, disrespect, inhospitality, disregard, individualism toward each other.  
 
 They displayed callous disregard for the sacrifice of Christ and the values of God. 
 
 All of this brought judgment upon them. 
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1)  The Lord’s Supper/Table serves as a center and a symbol of Christian unity. 17-22 
 Remember the situation of the different classes/people.    It should have brought them together. 
 Instead, it only divided them further!   This is a stinging rebuke.  
 
2)  The Lord’s Supper provides a time to remember. vs 23-25 
 Notice this is the sole command given by Jesus concerning the Lord’s Supper. 
 Busyness of life requires pause points to remember what is important.   This is a big one.   
 
3)  The Lord’s Supper is a time of proclamation of the Lord’s death.  vs 26 
 As the Lord’s Supper is observed by Christians, it is hopefully heard by non-Christians.  
 Our observance preaches the Gospel to both believing and non-believing people. 
 
4)  The Lord’s Supper is a temporary anticipatory ordinance or rite.  vs 26 
 Notice the words… UNTIL HE COMES.   
 At first, Passover was only looking back, but when in exile they added “Next year in Jerusalem!” 
 The Lord’s Supper looks back at the Cross and forward to the return of Christ! 
 
5)   The Lord’s Supper is a time of spiritual and moral self-examination.  vs 27-29 
 unworthy manner  —  without repentance, contrition and faith 
 discerning the body of the Lord  —  carefully meditating on the sacrifice of Christ 
 
6)  The Lord’s Supper can be dangerous.  vs 30-34 
 Remember Ananias & Sapphira — Acts 5  they dropped dead.  
 Judgment for God’s true people is intended to lead them to repentance.  
  

17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the 
better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are 
divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions among you in order that those who 
are genuine among you may be recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord’s supper that you 
eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. 22 
What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those 
who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not. 
 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was be-
trayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty con-
cerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and 
drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 
himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, 
we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be 
condemned along with the world. 
 
33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another— 34 if anyone is hungry, let 
him eat at home—so that when you come together it will not be for judgment. About the other things I will 
give directions when I come.  

1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-34       ABUSE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                         (English Standard Version  ESV) 


