
CHRIST-mas:  Meaning and Warning 

1.  May we remember the BIG PICTURE of Christmas: 
 

 In love and humility, God-the-Father sent God-the-Son  
 to die for our sins. 
 

  ‘Emmanuel’    =  ‘God with us’      
  ‘Incarnation’   =  ‘God in the flesh’    
  ‘Jesus’ or ‘Yeshua’  =   ‘God saves’ 
 

 
 SCRIPTURE OBSERVATIONS from Galatians 4:4-7: 
 

  A)  See our Triune God in action.   
   (Father, Son and Spirit)   vs 4, 6 
 
 

  B)  See our Sovereign God in action.    
   (fullness of time, born of a woman)  vs 4 
 
 

  C)  See our Self-sacrificing God in action.   
   (sent forth his Son,  to redeem)  vs 4, 5 
 
 

  D)  See our Merciful, Generous God in action.    
   (adoption-- “Abba! Father!”,  from slaves to heirs)   

 

December 1, 2019  --   1st Advent Sunday  --   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

4 But when the fullness of time had come, 
God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5 to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might            
receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you 
are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba Father!” 7 So 
you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God.  

Galatians 4:4-7  English Standard Version ESV 



2.  May we be warned of the BIG DECEPTION of Christmas: 
 

 ▪  Satan rages against God and all that is holy and true.   
 ▪  Satan always has a distraction and/or distortion.   
 ▪  Satan wants us to do anything except know God’s truth  
     and worship Him. 
  

 Competing Ideas for undiscerning persons (especially children): 
 

 A)  Confusion of myth  vs.  truth.   

 B)  Reversal of self-less giving  to  selfish expectation.   

 C)  Rejoicing in God’s salvation   vs.  A great big excuse to party.   

 D)  sweets, parties and ‘stuff’  vs.  spiritual truths requiring faith. 

 E)  grace-based blessings  vs.  performance-based loot. 
  (Lyrics -- Santa Claus is Coming to Town) 

 
 

3. May we thoughtfully celebrate OUR GIVING GOD: 
 

  Galatians 4:4    God sent forth His Son… 
  John 3:16   God so loved the world that He gave 
  Ephesians 5:2   Christ gave himself up for us 
 

Practical Actions to Honor Christ at Christmas: 
 

 A)  Observe Advent as a family.   
   (read, discuss, pray each evening) 
 
 B)  Go counter-cultural:  tone down the above distractions. 
   (pop culture is expensive and empty) 
   (Christ culture is rich and free!) 
 
 C)  Make gift-giving a bigger anticipation than gift-receiving.  
   Acts 20:35    It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
   (actively train as you say and do) 
 
 D)  Prayerfully plan and give a sacrificial offering to God.   
   Follow the Wisemen’s example.  
   (LMCO goal for Sheridan Hills:  $60,000) 
 
 E)  Plan a Christ-sharing mission to others.   
   (much meaning is learned in doing) 
 


