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THE SOURCE OF TRUE GRATITUDE 
Sunday, November 24, 2019  —  Thanksgiving   —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

LUKE 7:36-50           The Gratitude of a Sinful Woman Forgiven               English Standard Version (ESV) 

36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's 
house and reclined at table. 37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, 
when she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an ala-
baster flask of ointment, 38 and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to 
wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet 
and anointed them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him 
saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who 
and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus 
answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say 
it, Teacher.” 
 

41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the 
other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of 
them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he can-
celled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning 
toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; 
you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped 
them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not 
ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my 
feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—
for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 And he said to her, 
“Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were at table with him began to say 
among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the    
woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  

INTRODUCTORY PREMISE:    Ingratitude is a growing problem in our world today. 
 

 --  The further we run from biblical truth, the more ungrateful we become. 
 

 --  2 Timothy 3:1-5  prophetically describes the spirit of our present age:  
1 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people 
will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not 
loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.  

 

 --  Our society’s wealth and distraction from spiritual need contributes to our ingratitude. 
 

 -- Ingratitude ‘is a thing’ among pagans and even worse among religionists.  

     It is not merely the absence of gratitude, it is the presence of attitudes like: 
  •  arrogance   ( I did this.) 
  •  entitlement   ( I deserve this.) 
  •  greed   ( I desire more.) 
 

 --  Ingratitude flows from no sense of inner need. 
 

SCRIPTURE PREMISE:   True Gratitude flows from faith, grace and forgiveness.  
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LUKE 7:36-50              ESV 

36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat 
with him, and he went into the Pharisee's 
house and reclined at table. 37 And        
behold, a woman of the city, who was a 
sinner, when she learned that he was    
reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, 
brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38 
and standing behind him at his feet, weep-
ing, she began to wet his feet with her 
tears and wiped them with the hair of her 
head and kissed his feet and anointed 
them with the ointment. 39 Now when the 
Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he 
said to himself, “If this man were a proph-
et, he would have known who and what 
sort of woman this is who is touching him, 
for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus answer-
ing said to him, “Simon, I have something 
to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, 
Teacher.” 
 
41 “A certain moneylender had two debt-
ors. One owed five hundred denarii, and 
the other fifty. 42 When they could not 
pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now 
which of them will love him more?”  
43 Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, 
for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” 
And he said to him, “You have judged 
rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the wom-
an he said to Simon, “Do you see this wom-
an? I entered your house; you gave me no 
water for my feet, but she has wet my feet 
with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the 
time I came in she has not ceased to kiss 
my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head 
with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
ointment. 47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, 
which are many, are forgiven—for she 
loved much. But he who is forgiven little, 
loves little.” 48 And he said to her, “Your 
sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were 
at table with him began to say among 
themselves, “Who is this, who even for-
gives sins?” 50 And he said to the  woman, 
“Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  

INGRATITUDE roots from no sense of need. 
 

Simon the Pharisee has no sense of felt need for God’s grace.  
 

1)  Ingratitude reacts to Christ with incorrect motivation. 
        •  Curiosity without commitment -- no gratitude. 
        •  Social pandering -- no gratitude. 
        •  Simon shows no sign of spiritual motivation.   vs 36-50 
 

2)  Ingratitude reacts to Christ with inaccurate evaluation. 
        •  Cold religion misses Jesus’ message and mission. 
        •  Simon totally missed it! vs 39 
 

3)  Ingratitude reacts to Christ with inappropriate reception.  
        •  Detached and aloof attitude -- no gratitude. 
        •  Simon withholds the most basic hospitality.  vs 44-46 
  
Despite all our ingratitude… Jesus still deals with us.  
 Jesus still eats, shares and explains to Simon.  
 

 

GRATITUDE roots from a deep sense of need.  
 

The sinful woman models deep felt need for God’s grace.  
 

1)  True gratitude expresses itself spontaneously.  
        •  Thankfulness doesn't have to be pushed. 
        •  She came uninvited -- awkward but allowed.  vs 37 
 

2)  True gratitude expresses itself obviously.  
        •  Thankfulness is expressed outwardly and freely.  
        •  She was deeply moved and wept without shame.  vs 38 
 

3)  True gratitude expresses itself humbly.  
        •  Thankfulness has no pride or self-promotion.  
        •  She washed his feet (tears/hair!).  vs 38 

 

4)  True gratitude expresses itself sacrificially.  
        •  Thankfulness gives back gladly and generously.  
        •  She anoints his feet at great cost to herself.  vs 38 
 

When we deeply feel our need for Jesus’ grace,  
we will openly express our gratitude for His grace.  
 

The parable of the two debtors is told by Jesus to Simon to  
explain the source of the woman’s great expression of love…  
it came from his great forgiveness.  vs 41-47 
 

The woman’s love for Jesus comes from His great forgiveness of 
her.  She loves much because she is forgiven much.  
 

Saving faith in Jesus produces great love and  
gratitude toward Him.   

God’s great forgiveness is for great sinners…  
that they may believe on Him and be grateful to Him.  


