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FACE IT  —  3:1  JUDGMENT TO MERCY 
Sunday, April 7, 2019  —  Hosea: God’s Scandalous Love series —  Msg 10 —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

REVIEW/BACKGROUND/CONTEXT:    
 

 

1)  Hosea was a prophet to the                            Kingdom (aka “Israel”,  ≈  “Ephraim”) around              BC.  

2)  Hosea’s wife and children were a living                                         of Israel’s unfaithfulness to God.  

3)  Hosea preaches two main messages to Israel: 

   A)  How and why God’s people may expect to be                            by a variety of disasters soon. 

              •  The                         covenant between God and Israel (given in Exodus, Leviticus,  
           Numbers, and repeated in Deuteronomy) is                                  by Israel.   

  •  God, in his righteous justice, will (                     ) keep his covenant commitment.  

  •  There are specific                           and there are specific judgments coming SOON. 
   Leviticus 26:40-45;  Deut. 31:27-29;  Deut. 30:1-10 

  •  There are              covenant                          in the Mosaic Law (Pentateuch/Torah). 
    (God’s anger, rejection, war, invasion, exile/captivity, drought, famine, illness, etc.)  

  •  Much of Hosea’s message is referring to these directly and/or indirectly.  
 
    B)  How and why God’s people may expect to be                                 and restored eventually.  

  •  God, in his mercy and love, is going to redeem and heal his people.    

  •  There are           covenant RESTORATION                                             in the Mosaic law. 

  •  These are eschatological (                          ) promises, blessings, restoration and hope. 

  •  A small but crucial                                   of hope runs through Hosea’s prophecy.   
   Hosea 2:1-3;  2:16-25;  3:5;   6:1-3;  10:12;  11:8-11;  14:1-8 
   
 
4)  Hosea’s message to Israel is extremely valuable to today’s church! 

  A)  We see God’s                     —                        nature. 

  B)  We see our spiritual                                    in Israel’s spiritual adultery. 

  C)  We see the                                      of sin and rebellion against God. 

  D)  We see the                                                   of sin  (“Sin will make you                              ”).   

  E)  We see the                                    power of the bridegroom’s love (Christ to the Church).  

  F)  We see why joyful submission to God makes                                                         .  

 

So WHY 3:1 Judgment to Mercy??   
  John Calvin —  “The human heart is an                                               .  Every one of us,  
       from our mother’s womb, is an expert in inventing idols.”   
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1  Set the trumpet to your lips! 
     One like a vulture is over the house of the Lord, 
 because they have transgressed my covenant 
     and rebelled against my law. 
2  To me they cry, 
     “My God, we—Israel—know you.” 
3 Israel has spurned the good; 
     the enemy shall pursue him. 
 
4  They made kings, but not through me. 
     They set up princes, but I knew it not. 
 With their silver and gold they made idols 
     for their own destruction. 
5  I have spurned your calf, O Samaria. 
     My anger burns against them. 
 How long will they be incapable of innocence? 
6  For it is from Israel;  a craftsman made it; 
     it is not God. 
 The calf of Samaria 
     shall be broken to pieces. 
 
7  For they sow the wind, 
     and they shall reap the whirlwind. 
 The standing grain has no heads; 
     it shall yield no flour; 
 if it were to yield, 
     strangers would devour it. 
8  Israel is swallowed up; 
     already they are among the nations 
     as a useless vessel. 
9  For they have gone up to Assyria, 
     a wild donkey wandering alone; 
     Ephraim has hired lovers. 
10 Though they hire allies among the nations, 
     I will soon gather them up. 
 And the king and princes shall soon writhe 
     because of the tribute. 
 
11 Because Ephraim has multiplied altars for sinning, 
     they have become to him altars for sinning. 
12 Were I to write for him my laws by the ten thousands, 
     they would be regarded as a strange thing. 
13 As for my sacrificial offerings, 
     they sacrifice meat and eat it, 
     but the Lord does not accept them. 
 Now he will remember their iniquity 
     and punish their sins; 
     they shall return to Egypt. 
14 For Israel has forgotten his Maker 
     and built palaces, 
 and Judah has multiplied fortified cities; 
     so I will send a fire upon his cities, 
       and it shall devour her strongholds.  

HOSEA chapter 8          English Standard Version  (ESV) SEE THE RICHNESS OF CHAPTER 8: 
 

vs 1                                      is coming! (repeating theme).   
   WHY?   transgressed my covenant 
             rebelled against my law (torah) 
  SO…     the enemy shall pursue him. vs 3   

vs 2  They are genuinely self-                                  . 
  They DO NOT know God, but they think they do.  
   see 4:1, 6;  5:6 
 

vs 3  They have rejected righteousness with contempt.  
      

vs 4-6  They traded God for                    and                      . 
   (Do we not do the same when we follow/seek 
      ungodly counsel and leadership from the world?   
   Or when we put work, sports, hobbies, leisure, 
    pets, possessions, before God in our lives?) 
   This is stupid — GOD IS MUCH                              ! 
        GOD IS TICKED OFF. 
        GOD IS GOING TO                      IT.  
 
vs 7-10   Their life is going to                                       : 
 It’s going to be stormy! 
 It’s going to be unproductive. 
 Anything good is going to get stolen. 
 No more special treatment — lose              status.  
 Their                         friends won’t save them. 
 Their schemes will fail.  
 
 

 
vs 11-14  The                              of their self destruction.  
  Sin leads to more sin. 
  Sin leads to blindness.  
  God rejects their sacrificial offerings. 
  God remembers their sins. 
  God punishes their sins.  
  God puts them back in bondage. 
  They forget God and seek alternate shelter. 
  God destroys their                schemes for security. 
 
REMEMBER:  God punishes them and destroys  
               their plans because he                       them. 
 
Hebrews 12:6 
 For the Lord disciplines the one He loves,  
 and He chastises every son He receives.  
Deuteronomy 8:5 
 So know in your heart that just as a man disciplines 
 his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you.  
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1  Rejoice not, O Israel! 
      Exult not like the peoples; 
 for you have played the whore, forsaking your God. 
      You have loved a prostitute's wages 
      on all threshing floors. 
2  Threshing floor and wine vat shall not feed them, 
      and the new wine shall fail them. 
3  They shall not remain in the land of the Lord, 
      but Ephraim shall return to Egypt, 
      and they shall eat unclean food in Assyria. 
 
4  They shall not pour drink offerings of wine to the Lord, 
      and their sacrifices shall not please him. 
 It shall be like mourners' bread to them; 
      all who eat of it shall be defiled; 
 for their bread shall be for their hunger only; 
      it shall not come to the house of the Lord. 
 
5  What will you do on the day of the appointed festival, 
      and on the day of the feast of the Lord? 
6  For behold, they are going away from destruction; 
      but Egypt shall gather them; 
      Memphis shall bury them. 
 Nettles shall possess their precious things of silver; 
      thorns shall be in their tents. 
 
7  The days of punishment have come; 
      the days of recompense have come; 
      Israel shall know it. 
 The prophet is a fool; 
      the man of the spirit is mad, 
 because of your great iniquity 
      and great hatred. 
8  The prophet is the watchman of Ephraim with my God; 
 yet a fowler's snare is on all his ways, 
      and hatred in the house of his God. 
9  They have deeply corrupted themselves 
      as in the days of Gibeah: 
 he will remember their iniquity; 
      he will punish their sins. 
 
10  Like grapes in the wilderness, 
      I found Israel. 
 Like the first fruit on the fig tree 
      in its first season, 
      I saw your fathers. 
 But they came to Baal-peor 
      and consecrated themselves to the thing of shame, 
      and became detestable like the thing they loved. 
11  Ephraim's glory shall fly away like a bird— 
      no birth, no pregnancy, no conception! 
12  Even if they bring up children, 
      I will bereave them till none is left. 
 Woe to them 
      when I depart from them! 

HOSEA chapter 9          English Standard Version  (ESV) 

KEY OBSERVATIONS and APPLICATIONS: 

vs 1-6   Their Spiritual Adultery is going to  
  lead to                           . 
 
vs 7   God’s messenger (Hosea) is considered 
 a                                 . 
 

 
SOME CONTRASTS: 
      1) Israel’s current                                         . 
  — VS  — 
 The coming                                              . 

 
       2)   The prophets message/                                   . 
  —  VS  —   
 Their own misguidance/                                  . 

 
        3)  All God’s                                           upon them 
  —  VS  — 
 The desolate                                     of their sin 
 

A BIG TAKE-AWAY FOR CHRISTIANS: 
Like Hosea, Christians, need to stand firm even when the 
message of God is not                               or well received.  
 

 

13  Ephraim, as I have seen, was like a young  
 palm planted in a meadow; 
      but Ephraim must lead his children out to slaughter. 
14  Give them, O Lord— 
      what will you give? 
 Give them a miscarrying womb 
      and dry breasts. 
 
15  Every evil of theirs is in Gilgal; 
      there I began to hate them. 
 Because of the wickedness of their deeds 
      I will drive them out of my house. 
 I will love them no more; 
      all their princes are rebels. 
 
16  Ephraim is stricken; 
      their root is dried up; 
      they shall bear no fruit. 
 Even though they give birth, 
      I will put their beloved children to death. 
17  My God will reject them 
      because they have not listened to him; 
      they shall be wanderers among the nations. 
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1  Israel is a luxuriant vine 
      that yields its fruit. 
 The more his fruit increased, 
      the more altars he built; 
 as his country improved, 
      he improved his pillars. 
2  Their heart is false; 
      now they must bear their guilt. 
 The Lord will break down their altars 
      and destroy their pillars. 
 
3  For now they will say: 
      “We have no king, 
 for we do not fear the Lord; 
      and a king—what could he do for us?” 
4  They utter mere words; 
      with empty oaths they make covenants; 
 so judgment springs up like poisonous weeds 
      in the furrows of the field. 
5  The inhabitants of Samaria tremble 
      for the calf of Beth-aven. 
 Its people mourn for it, and so do its idolatrous  
 priests— 
      those who rejoiced over it and over its glory— 
      for it has departed from them. 
6  The thing itself shall be carried to Assyria 
      as tribute to the great king. 
 Ephraim shall be put to shame, 
      and Israel shall be ashamed of his idol. 
 
7  Samaria's king shall perish 
      like a twig on the face of the waters. 
8  The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, 
      shall be destroyed. 
 Thorn and thistle shall grow up 
      on their altars, 
 and they shall say to the mountains, “Cover us,” 
      and to the hills, “Fall on us.” 
 
9  From the days of Gibeah, you have sinned, O Israel; 
      there they have continued. 
      Shall not the war against the unjust overtake  
  them in Gibeah? 
10  When I please, I will discipline them, 
      and nations shall be gathered against them 
      when they are bound up for their double iniquity.  
11  Ephraim was a trained calf 
      that loved to thresh, 
      and I spared her fair neck; 
 but I will put Ephraim to the yoke; 
      Judah must plow; 
      Jacob must harrow for himself.  

HOSEA chapter 10          English Standard Version  (ESV) 

 

12  Sow for yourselves righteousness; 
      reap steadfast love; 
      break up your fallow ground, 
 for it is the time to seek the Lord, 
      that he may come and rain righteousness  
  upon you. 
 
13  You have plowed iniquity; 
      you have reaped injustice; 
      you have eaten the fruit of lies. 
 Because you have trusted in your own way 
      and in the multitude of your warriors, 
14  therefore the tumult of war shall arise among your  
 people, 
      and all your fortresses shall be destroyed, 
 as Shalman destroyed Beth-arbel on the day of battle; 
      mothers were dashed in pieces with their children. 
15  Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel, 
      because of your great evil. 
 At dawn the king of Israel 
      shall be utterly cut off. 

KEY OBSERVATIONS and APPLICATIONS: 

Galatians 5:19-23 
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual     
immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissen-
sions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the   
kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness,23 gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law.  
 
 
Its only in the gift of GOD’S                   can we enjoy the 
righteousness that brings life and peace. 
 
God’s Spirit comes through the gift of GOD’S                 .  
Only through HIM can we live the abundant life.  
 

Galatians 2:20 
 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live 
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me.  


