
The Righteous Shall Live By Faith 

A Study of the Ten Commandments 

Lesson 4 

The Name Of The Lord 
REVIEW: 

 1. God wants to be most important in our hearts because only God is worthy of our greatest love. 

2. Man, because he is sinful, often gives greater worth to God’s creation than to God. 

3. Good desires become idols when they occupy too important of a position in our hearts. 

4. All images, whether physical or mental, which lead to false worship or give a false idea of God are  

  prohibited.  

5. God, in His authority and in His goodness, frees His people from the burden and weight of sin  

  through the gift of His Son, Jesus. 

Exodus 20:7 (ESV) 

7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who 

takes his name in vain. 

Think about the text 

Did Moses say, “I’m Moses and I am telling you to let the people of Israel go”? Why not? 

Did Pharaoh respect God’s name? Did Pharaoh respect God? 

“Not take the name of the Lord your God” — Everything that God is...goes with His name. God’s reputation, 
what He is like, goes along with His name. 

“in vain” — To take in vain is to dishonor or disrespect God in our actions, words, and/or attitudes. 

“for the Lord will not hold him guiltless” — Like a righteous judge, God will not allow the dishonoring of His 
name to be overlooked. He cannot overlook sin. Sin must be addressed. 

Exodus 5:1–2 (ESV) 

1 Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my peo-

ple go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’ ” 2
 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I 

should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and moreover, I will not let Israel go.” 

Because God is Great, His name is great. 

Questions from the text 

What is this command telling us not to do?  

What is this command telling us TO do? Why should we do it?  



Ways We Dishonor God’s name 
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Swearing, by using God’s name carelessly or mocking God’s name. 

Using God’s name in a way that is not to honoring to him. Swearing can be a bad habit and some   

people swear without even thinking about it. Using God’s name in this way is blasphemy.  

Saying we are Christians but acting in a way that is wrong. 

Claiming to be a Christian while being disrespectful, scornful, hateful, an/or disgusted. Acting with the 

wrong attitude toward authority or toward someone else. Doing something that you know is           

dishonoring to God. 

Complaining about what He is doing in our lives. 

When we complain about what He is doing in our lives, it is like saying that God doesn’t know what 

He is doing or that God is making a mistake. It is saying that God is not being fair to us or being       

unkind or harsh toward us. 

Matthew 6:9 (ESV) 

9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Proverbs 30:8–9 (ESV) 

8 Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is 

needful for me, 9
 lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the Lord?” or lest I be poor and steal and pro-

fane the name of my God. 

“Hallowed” means to treat with respect. Jesus told us to pray that God’s name would be honored and treated 

with respect. We should pray this for ourselves and for others. 

Psalm 113:3 (ESV)  ...From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised! 

Numbers 11:4b–6 (ESV) 

4 “Oh that we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, 

the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. 6
 But now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at 

all but this manna to look at.” 


