
The Righteous Shall Live By Faith 

A Study of the Ten Commandments 

Lesson 6 

Honor Your Father and Mother 
REVIEW: 

 1. God as Creator has authority over us and we should obey Him. 

2. God has given many good laws to protect us and help us. 

3. Our darkened hearts don’t want to worship God as we should so we need a new heart. 

4. Only God can change a darkened heart. 

Exodus 20:12 (ESV) 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is   

giving you. 

“Honor” — Honoring is more than being subject to your parents or to respect them, it carries with it the 
idea of holding them in high esteem and giving them precedence by recognition of their        
importance.  

Ephesians 6:1-2(ESV)—1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2
 “Honor your father 

and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise) 

“That your days may be long in the land” - the promise spoke of here refers to duration as a nation in     

covenant relationship with God not the length of an obedient individual’s life.  

Thinking about the text 

What does this command teach?  What did Jesus say about this command?  

What are some wider implications of this command? How do we keep it? 

According to this commandment, until what age should a person honor their parents? 

What kinds of parents should be honored—only good parents? 

Parents should be honored because of their position, not because of the parents they are. 

All parents are worthy of this honor simply because God has put them in the position of being parents. 

The 10 Commandments 

The first four give principles regarding our relationship with God. 
 The last six give principles regarding our relationship with one another. 

The first four are foundational to the last six. 
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How do we Honor our Father and Mother 

John 14:28 (ESV) 

28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have       

rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 

Thinking about the texts 

Did Jesus enjoy being with His Father?  Did Jesus recognize the greatness and worth of His Father? 

What kind of heart toward His Father did Jesus display?   

Did Jesus want the glory of God to be known to others? 

John 17:11 (ESV) 

11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them 

in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 

Heart 

Honor is in the heart and is shown by what we say and what we do. It is an attitude of the heart. 
We honor someone in our hearts when we love or value that person. 

John 14:31 (ESV) 

31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us 

go from here. 

Mouth 

When we honor someone in our hearts, we will naturally honor them with our words and actions. 
The Bible says out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 
Speech reveals the honor you have for something or someone. 

John 17:25 (ESV) 

25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have 

sent me. 

Thinking about the texts 

What kind of speech did Jesus use with His Father? How did He address His Father?  

What does His speech toward His Father show about His heart attitude toward His Father? 
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How do we Honor our Father and Mother 

John 12:49-50 (ESV) 

49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a             

commandment—what to say and what to speak. 50
 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I 

say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.” 

Thinking about the texts 

How did Jesus’ actions show honor to His Father? 

Hand 

Honor is shown by what we do, our actions. 
We honor someone in our hearts when we love or value that person. 

John 8:28-29 (ESV) 

28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that 

I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29
 And he who sent me is with me. 

He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 

Exodus 21:15, 17 (ESV) 

15 “Whoever strikes his father or his mother shall be put to death...17
 “Whoever curses his father or his moth-

er shall be put to death. 

John 5:19 (ESV) 

19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what 

he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. 

WARNING AGAINST NOT HONORING YOUR PARENTS 

Thinking about the texts 

What was the penalty in the Old Testament for dishonoring your parents? Does this sound serious? 

Do you think God is serious about the command to honor your parents?  

The specific meaning of this commandment is to honor your parents. 

The general meaning of this commandment is to honor anyone in authority over you (like teachers, pas-


