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YOU and YOUR CHURCH:  EXPECT OPPOSITION (& JOY)!  
Sunday, December 8, 2019  —  Philippians series --  Msg 11 —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

Philippians 1:28-30                                     English Standard Version (ESV) 

27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 
that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side 
by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in any-
thing by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their       
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29 For it has 
been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 
believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same 
conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.  

Important Review:   
 1)  Paul calls the Philippian believers not to compromise their manner of life in Christ. (Only!) 
 2)  Paul calls the Philippian believers to live as citizens of heaven in Philippi. 
 3)  Paul calls the Philippian believers to live in true harmony FOR the Gospel’s sake.  
    --  must ‘stand firm’ (military term:  hold your ground) in unity as ONE.  
 4)  Two INTERNAL threats to church unity: 
    A)  having a ‘Lone Ranger’, independent, individualistic mentality 
    B)   allowing division and strife  (from petty or major differences/offenses) 
 
  

Next we see the EXTERNAL THREAT to Church Unity:    vs 28  “and…”  

 

1)  Opposition, persecution and suffering are a reality for godly churches.  vs 28-30 
 In American experience, we have generally not had true opponents until now.  They have arrived.  
 

 The goal of worldly opposition is to break up and destroy the church.   
 

Matthew 10:22, 24-25       Jesus speaking... 
22 and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  
24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the disciple to 
be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, 
how much more will they malign those of his household.  
 

 2 Timothy 3:12 
Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution,  

 

2)  Fear doesn't have to be a reality for godly churches.  vs 28 
 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. 
 

 This is one of 145 times the Bible clearly tells us not to fear man, Satan or circumstances.  
 (The one thing we should fear is God. ) 
 

 2 Timothy 1:7-8 
7  for God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control.   
8  Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, 
but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 
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3)  Our lack of fear, clearly shows two eternally important things:    (vs 28)  

 A.  It reveals God’s enemies.   This is a clear sign to them of their destruction 

 B.  It reveals God’s children.    but of your salvation, and that from God. 

 

John 3:16-21         Jesus speaking…  
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than 
the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does 
not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”  

 

  •  The source of our boldness and strength is always HIM!    (Galatians 2:20) 

  •  Our boldness and strength amidst opposition reveal we are saved by Him. 

  •  We are saved by Him through belief in Him (not through our boldness).  

 

4)  Two important gifts from God:  (vs 29-30) 
 

 A.  The privilege to believe in Christ and thus be saved.   
  For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him    vs 29 

   This is all God’s grace!    Ephesians 2:4-8 
 

 B.   The privilege to suffer with Christ and thus bring him glory.  
  but also suffer for his sake,   vs 29 
   

John 15:20          Jesus speaking… 
18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.  20 Remember 
what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’  If they persecuted me, they will 
persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.  

 
Mark 8:34 

If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself , and take up his cross and follow me.  
 
Mark 10:29-30 

29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters 
or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and 
children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.  

Philippians 1:28-30                                     English Standard Version (ESV) 

28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear 
sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that 
from God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of 
Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his 
sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now 
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JESUS’S perspective on our suffering with HIM: 
 

Matthew 5:10-12         Jesus speaking... 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of     
heaven.  11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

 
 PAUL’S perspective on suffering with Christ: 
 

 Philippians 3:7-10 
7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss 
of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of 
his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11 that by any means 
possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  
 

 PETER’S perspective on suffering with Christ: 
 

1 Peter 1:6-7 
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in various 
trials, 7 so that the proven character of your faith—more precious than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ 

 
1 Peter 2:18-23 

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to 
the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering 
unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do 
good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have 
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow 
in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, 
he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to 
him who judges justly. 

 
1 Peter 3:13-16 

13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer 
for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be 
put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing 
evil. 

 
1 Peter 4:12-16 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though some-
thing strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you 
may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer 
as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him 
not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.  

 

SUFFERING with/for CHRIST is a command, a blessing and an honor.  
 


