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HE Buys Us Back From Ourselves 
Sunday, February 17, 2019  —  Hosea: God’s Scandalous Love series —  Msg 4 —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

REVIEW: 
1)  Hosea is worth our attention,  our time  and our effort.    

2)  Hosea reveals two great extremes: 
 •  the extreme sinfulness of God’s people   (Gomer)     
 •  the extreme faithfulness of God’s love    (Hosea) 
 

3)  Hosea’s base message is, “You have been unfaithful to God.  But He will be faithful to you.” 

4)  Hosea’s ultimate truth is, “Salvation is only by God’s loving, merciful grace.” 
 (over 100 times we see God speak in the first person… i.e.  “I will” )  
  

5)  Chapter 1’s SCANDALOUS Story Overview:   
  vs 2-3    Hosea is commanded to marry a promiscuous woman.  He marries Gomer. 
  vs 4-5    Gomer bears Hosea a son.  God says name him Jezreel after an evil incident. 
  vs 6-7    Gomer bears an illegitimate daughter. God says name her No Mercy. 
  vs 8-9    Gomer bears an illegitimate son.  God says name him Not My People. 
  vs 10-11   God shockingly renews His covenant with Israel.  
 

6)  Chapter 2’s SCANDALOUS Story Details: 
 vs 1-2   God calls His people to repent of their sinful ways and unfaithfulness. 
 vs 3-5   God threatens to expose and condemn His unfaithful people. 
 vs 6-13   God, in His love, pursues His unfaithful people.  
 vs 14-23 God, by His grace and power, sovereignly restores His people to Himself.  

 
CHAPTER 3’s SCANDALOUS Story OUTCOME:  
 

 vs 1    For the 3rd time, we see a seemingly unthinkable command from God to Hosea. 
   • This is Gomer! (‘even as the Lord loves the children of Israel’ — the illustration stands —  

           because God didn't switch nations after Israel was unfaithful to him.)   
   • Now, she’s clearly an adulteress.   
              (He knows she’s wicked. She knows she’s wicked.) 
   • This is Israel!   (they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins —  
          full blown sexually-explicit idolatrous worship) 
     
 

1 And the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another 

man and is an adulteress, even as the LORD loves the children of Israel, 

though they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins.” 2 So I bought her 

for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a lethech of barley. 3 And I said 

to her, “You must dwell as mine for many days. You shall not play the whore, 

or belong to another man; so will I also be to you.” 4 For the children of Israel 

shall dwell many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or pillar, with-

out ephod or household gods. 5 Afterward the children of Israel shall return 

and seek the LORD their God, and David their king, and they shall come in fear 

to the LORD and to his goodness in the latter days.  
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CHAPTER 3’s SCANDALOUS Story OUTCOME:      continued 
 

 vs 2    Hosea’s sacrificial payment for Gomer. 
   • Hosea goes and buys Gomer out of her self-induced slavery. 
   • Hosea gives everything he has. 
     ₪15 +  3   55-gallon barrels of grain 

    ‘a homer’  =  approximately 100 gallon capacity   
    ‘a lethech’  =  half of a homer  (50 gallon capacity)          
   
  vs 3   Hosea’s reunited marriage is to be pure but not sexually intimate.  
   • She is specifically commanded she must not go out and play the whore.  
   • This will lead her to purification, rededication and renewal.  
 
 

  vs 4   So the illustration is brought home to God’s people, Israel.   
   • They must be faithful to God with no pagan idolatry. 
   • They are going to go through a very hard time of exile/captivity. 
    No leadership.  No temple.  No sacrifices.  No ceremonies.  No idols.  
    (The Assyrians are coming to crush their independence.) 
   
 
  vs 5  Hope is promised…  They will, in fact, return to their God and Messiah-King.   
   Isaiah 55:1-11;    Jeremiah 23:5-6;    Ezekiel 34:23-24;   Matthew 22:41-46 
 
   In these prophetic passages we see the glorious promise of The Messiah. 
   There is the continual call to return to your saving King. 
 

       Jeremiah 23:5-6 
5 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up 
for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this 
is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’  

    
  Again, Hosea’s message centers around returning to God — our Salvation.    

1 And the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another 

man and is an adulteress, even as the LORD loves the children of Israel, 

though they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins.” 2 So I bought her 

for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a lethech of barley. 3 And I said 

to her, “You must dwell as mine for many days. You shall not play the whore, 

or belong to another man; so will I also be to you.” 4 For the children of Israel 

shall dwell many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or pillar, with-

out ephod or household gods. 5 Afterward the children of Israel shall return 

and seek the LORD their God, and David their king, and they shall come in fear 

to the LORD and to his goodness in the latter days.  
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