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REASON TO REJOICE  --  IN LIFE AND IN DEATH 
Sunday, October 27, 2019  —  Philippians series --  Msg 7 —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

Philippians 1:19-26  (focus)                              English Standard Version (ESV) 

Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and 
the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliver-
ance, 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at 
all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be 
honored in my body, whether by life or by death.   21 For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell.    
23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and 
be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I 
will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in 
the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in 
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.  

REVIEW: 
 1)  Paul writes from a prison in Rome to the Philippian church he planted and loves. 
 

 2)  Paul awaits execution and the Philippians endure much trouble.  
 

 3)  Paul wants them to know that he is truly OK and that God is powerfully using  
       his persecution for the His grand plan and kingdom advancement.  
 

 4)  Paul rejoiced that the Gospel was being preached, even if it was by people who were doing it  
       for the wrong motives -- including to hurt him!  

 
THOUGH IN PRISON, PAUL REJOICES IN FOUR THINGS (so far)… 
 

 1)  He had the opportunity to preach the Gospel to his captors!   vs 12-13 
  (Though we should ask, “Who had who captive?!”) 
 

 2)  His preaching in prison emboldened other believers to boldly preach the Gospel. vs 14 
 

 3)  The Gospel is being preached all the more -- even by those against him. vs 15-18 
 

 4)  Whether he lives or dies, the salvation of God is his sure hope. vs 19-26 
 

SOME KEY OBERVATIONS --    vs 19-21 
 

 1)  Paul’s rejoicing is a response of faith, not an emotional reaction.  vs 18b  
  I rejoice.  //  Yes, I will rejoice for I know that your prayers… 
   •  it’s not automatic;   not involuntary 
   •  it’s not circumstantial  
 

  True joy does not come from our circumstances but from God’s salvation.  
 

Psalm 4:7-8  
7   You have put more joy in my heart 
      than they have when their grain and wine abound. 
8   In peace I will both lie down and sleep; 
      for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety. 
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 2)  Paul’s confident faith was fueled by the prayer of people and  
    the power of God.    vs 19-20 

   

    •   God’s sovereign plan includes God’s people asking and Him answering. 
 

    •   God’s sustaining power is supplied by His Holy Spirit.    (Acts 1:8) 
 

    •   God’s Holy Word informs our faith! 
   End of vs 19  --  Paul quotes Job 13:16 from the Septuagint (Greek OT)  

15 Though he slay me, I will hope in him; 
  yet I will argue my ways to his face. 
16 This will be my salvation, [deliverance] 
  that the godless shall not come before him.  
 

    •   God’s salvation promise makes even death of little consequence to the recipient.  
  eager expectation   =  ‘out-stretched neck’  and ‘eyes fixed’ 
  hope     =  not a wishful hope but a sure hope 
  not at all ashamed   =  or ‘not disappointed’ 
 

 3)  For Paul, God’s salvation promise, made life OR death a ‘win--win’.      vs 21 
   

     •  In living, he would glorify God through serving Christ and His Church. 
     •  In dying, he would finally worship God face-to-face.  
 
 

APPLICATION ENCOURAGEMENT: 
 

1)  Stop looking at your circumstances as the source for your sorrow or the hope of your joy.  
 Sorrow comes from putting anything before God in our hearts.  This is sin.  
 

2)  Be relieved that Christian joy is not something you have to manufacture! 
 It will never come from you or anything in this world.     
 

3)  Accept the reality that true joy only comes from God. 
 

 So how can I have God’s true joy?? 
 --  Look to Christ for your only hope of salvation.   
  (Believe and turn to Him as your Savior-King) 
 --  Feast your mind and heart on His Holy Word. 
  (Learn all that it says He is and all that it says He has done.) 
 

Philippians 1:19-26  (focus)                              English Standard Version (ESV) 

Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and 
the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliver-
ance, 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at 
all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be 
honored in my body, whether by life or by death.   21 For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain.  

Matthew 6:33 
But seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you.  

Psalm 37:4 
Delight yourself in the LORD, 
and he will give you the desires of your heart.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own understanding. 
6 In all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make straight your paths.  


