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Unfortunately, sanctification (growth in holiness) doesn't always work as neatly as we would like…  

our sin and flesh tend to minimize the Gospel. 

 I am likely to underestimate God’s holiness/power. 

 I am likely to overestimate my own righteousness/ability. 

At the point of conversion I have a very limited view of God’s holiness and my sin. 

As time goes on I should grow in my awareness of both of these. 

 I begin to see God as He actually is  (Isaiah 55:8-9). 

 I begin to see myself as I actually am (Jeremiah 17:9-10). 

The cross (the Gospel) gets bigger and bigger in my mind and heart. 

GROWING AND SHRINKING THE GOSPEL IN LIFE 
Sunday,  March 28, 2021  --  The Gospel-Centered Life series  --  msg 2  --  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

 

REVIEW from Last Week: 
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1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-2 
  Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received,  
  in which you stand,  and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I  
  preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 
 

COLOSSIANS 1:23 
  if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope  
  of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, 

 

SHRINKING THE CROSS BY PRETENDING that we are better than we are: 

 
 1)  Dishonesty:  “I’m not that bad.” 
 2)  Comparison:  “I’m not as bad as those people.” 
 3)  Excuse Making:   “I’m not really that way...  OR  If I’m that way, it’s because…” 

 4)  False Righteousness:  “But look at all the good things I’ve done.” 
  
 

SHRINKING THE CROSS BY PERFORMING so we may feel we’ve earned God’s approval: 

 
What do I count on to give myself ‘personal credibility’ (validity, acceptance, good standing)? 
 
 1)  Church righteousness.    2.  Serve righteousness. 
 3)  Mercy righteousness.    4.  Family righteousness. 
 5)  Political righteousness.   6.  Intellectual righteousness. 
 7)  Financial righteousness.   8.  Tolerance righteousness. 
 9)  Job righteousness.    10.  Legalistic righteousness.   
 

TITUS 3:4-7 
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 
5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but  
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renew-
al of the Holy   Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  

 
Galatians 2:20;  Romans 5:1-2;  Romans 8:1-11;   

How do we SHRINK the CROSS? 

By Pretending and Performing. 
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PHILIPPIANS 3:8-11 

8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them 

as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a right-

eousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him 

and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in 

his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

 

Romans 3:21-26  (It all points to JESUS!  God’s great salvation not through works but faith.  

Romans 4:1-8    (BLESSED is the one who God declares righteous by faith!) 

 
BELIEVING the GOSPEL:    Embracing ‘PASSIVE RIGHTEOUSNESS’  
 

 There is a massive difference between… 
 

  works righteousness   VS   grace righteousness. 
   

 We are  saved by God’s grace and we walk by God’s grace. 
  (salvation)         (sanctification) 
 

 Passive righteousness is the biblical truth that God saves us and empowers us. 
 
     1)  We grow the Cross by recognizing our adoption and identity in Christ. 
 

     2)  We grow the Cross by remembering our position in Christ.  
 

  Ephesians chapters 1-3  Our Position (or identity) in Christ 
 

  Ephesians chapters 4-6  Our Practice (or walk) in life 
 

Our practice in life is to flow out of our position in Christ. 
 

        I am saved therefore I act saved. 
 

YES!  We strive... But not in our strength.  The life of faith finds its  
strength in Christ.  As we do this the cross of Christ becomes greater and greater to us.    

Romans 1:17       Philippians 4:13      Galatians 2:20 

How do we GROW the CROSS? 

We BELIEVE the Gospel. 


