
The Righteous Shall Live By Faith 

A Study of the Ten Commandments 

Lesson 2 

No Other Gods 
REVIEW: 

 1. God obviously saved the Hebrews from slavery but He also saved them from idolatry. 

 2. Egyptians had hundreds of gods which they tied to appease, thinking that good things would happen.

 3. The plagues which God used to attack the Egyptian gods proved that God was the one true God. 

 4. The Prologue showed that the LORD has the right to do whatever He wants with His creation. 

Plagues and gods: 

   1.  Nile into Blood—God is greater than Khnum, guardian of the river source. 
  2.  Frogs—God is greater than Hapi, the god of the Nile, depicted as a frog. 
  3.  Lice—God is greater than Seb, the god of the Earth. 
  4.  Flies—God is greater than Uatchi—the fly god of Egypt. 
  5.  Killing of Livestock—God is greater than Hathor, the goddess with the head of a cow. 
  6.  Boils—God is great than Imhotep, the god of healing. 
  7.  Hail—God is greater than Isis, the god of agriculture 
  8.  Locusts—God is greater than Serapi, the god who protects from locusts. 
  9.  Darkness—God was greater than Ra, the god of the Sun. 
10.  Death of the firstborn—God was greater than Pharaoh, his son, and Isis, the goddess who  

Exodus 20:2–3 (ESV) 

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3
 “You 

shall have no other gods before me. 

Because God is greater than anything, including all gods, God alone is worthy of our worship. Nothing else is 
as great as God, so nothing else is worth worshipping.  

When God commands NOT TO worship other gods, He is also commanding TO DO something. 

Psalm 86:8 (ESV) 

8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours. 

Psalm 97:9 (ESV) 

9 For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods. 

Questions from the text 

What is the positive command God is giving us? What does that positive command mean? 
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God is telling us to only love and worship Him. 

In Exodus 19:18, Israel said that they would do all that God has spoken to them. Israel wasn’t able to do all 

that the Lord commanded because Israel bowed down to and worshipped the gods of the people around 

them. This is called idolatry (putting or treasuring anything more than we treasure God). 

Romans 1:18–25 (ESV) 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 

their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God 

has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 

clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are with-

out excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 

became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became 

fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and ani-

mals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dis-

honoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 

worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

Thinking about Romans 1:18-25 

1.  These verses explain to us that all of creation shows that God exist. 
2.  The works of creation can be seen by all men so there is no excuse for not believing in God. 
3.  Although the greatness of God can be clearly seen though His creation, man on his own chooses not to 
 honor or thank God. 
4.  Man’s heart is darkened (Man hardens his heart, just like Pharaoh, and rebels against God). 
5.  Rather than worshiping God, man worships what God has made. 

Everyone worships someone or something.  
Our natural tendency is to worship what God has made rather than God Himself. 

Exodus 20:3 (ESV) 

3
 “You shall have no other gods before me. 

Thinking about Exodus 20:3 

Since this first commandment is addressing our tendency for idolatry… 
How are you doing with the first commandment? Are you guilty? 



Questions from the text: 

When the baby was born, did Rachel respond with gratitude and praise to God? 
Was she satisfied with what God had given her or did she crave more? 

 
Rachel stole some idols from her father’s house before she left.  

Does this sound like someone who worships God alone? 
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Genesis 29:31–30:1 (ESV) 

31 When the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. 32
 And Leah con-

ceived and bore a son, and she called his name Reuben, for she said, “Because the Lord has looked upon my 

affliction; for now my husband will love me.” 33
 She conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Because the 

Lord has heard that I am hated, he has given me this son also.” And she called his name Simeon. 34
 Again she 

conceived and bore a son, and said, “Now this time my husband will be attached to me, because I have 

borne him three sons.” Therefore his name was called Levi. 35
 And she conceived again and bore a son, and 

said, “This time I will praise the Lord.” Therefore she called his name Judah. Then she ceased bearing. 1
 

When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, she envied her sister. She said to Jacob, “Give me chil-

dren, or I shall die!” 

Consider Rachel 

Questions from the text: 

What did Rachel want? 

How much did she want it? 

Was there anything wrong with what she wanted? 

What was Rachel’s heart condition? Explain. 

Genesis 30:22–24 (ESV) 

22 Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb. 23
 She conceived and bore a 

son and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” 24
 And she called his name Joseph, saying, “May the Lord 

add to me another son!” 

God is good to undeserving sinners—He gave His Son Jesus for you! 


