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    The BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW ‘story’ or ‘progressive narrative’: 
 

 CREATION         FALL        REDEMPTION   GLORY. 

 Genesis 1-2  Genesis 3   Rest of Bible   Book of Revelation, et al 

 infinite God  finite man  God’s grace   shared glory! 
 (holy)   (sinful)   (forgiveness)   (salvation) 

 

 

 John 14:1-3  Jesus Speaking to His Disciples...   ESV 
 

1 Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.  
2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to my-
self, that where I am you may be also.  

 

 

In current worldviews around us, belief in HEAVEN, is either distorted or it is  dismissed . 

 

Some of Our Distorted and Wrong PERCEPTIONS of Heaven: 
 

 1)  ‘ Clouds and harps and togas Heaven’  

  •  fat baby angels, disembodied spirits floating around, ethereal music 
 

 2)  ‘Whatever floats your boat  Heaven’ 

  •  What do YOU want?  What do YOU desire?  It will be YOUR  Paradise . 
 

 3)  ‘Cruise Ship Heaven’ 

  •   gold streets, spa-style mansions, endless banquet-style smorgasbord buffet. 
 

 4)  ‘ Hillsong Heaven’   

  •  singing constantly, endlessly for all of eternity 

 
Some of Our Distorted and Wrong CONCLUSIONS about Heaven: 

 1)  It will ultimately be  boring. 

 2)  It will ultimately be   selfish. 

 3)  It will be largely godless  (without God).  

 
Our Dismissal of Heaven is a result of naturalistic/materialistic/atheistic thinking. 

 •  Natural world only.  There is no super natural. 

 •  Material matter only.  There is no spiritual  dimension . 

 •  Atheistic philosophy.  There is no God. 

 

 



Where does all this wrong thinking come from?    SATAN . 

  John 8:44 

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's de-
sires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of 
his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  

 

  Revelation 13:6  (NIV and KJV) 

It [Satan] opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander His name 
and His dwelling place and those who live in heaven.  

 

Revelation 13:6 reveals he aims to distort three things: 

 1)  God’s Person  . 

  __________________________________________________________ 
 

 2)  God’s Place.   

  __________________________________________________________ 
 

 3)  God’s People. 

  __________________________________________________________ 

 

If you were Satan (who likes to tell lies), and you wanted people to worship you instead of God  

what might you say about these three things to turn people away from Him? 

 

Is this an effective strategy?   

 

Specifically, if Satan can cause you to be confused about Heaven or think it is a boring place or  

cause you to doubt it exists at all, how could that affect your walk with God through this life? 

 
Early Christians were  greatly preoccupied  with heaven! 

   From the days following Pentecost (in Acts 2) great persecution came against the church. 

 This continued until 311AD when the Edict of Toleration was made by Galerius.   

 This means almost   280  years of persecution.   Roman catacombs inscriptions. 

 
Remember the  Believing Thief  on the Cross next to Jesus: Luke 23:39-43 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed just-
ly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”   
43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  

 

 Sometimes the ‘promise of heaven’  is  all we have... and  all we need.   

   

  

 


