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REVIEW: 
     

1) The first three chapters of Ephesians explain what God has accomplished for those in Christ. 
2) Paul describes the spiritual blessings (or gifts) that God has given to believers. 
3) Paul wants Jewish believers and Gentile believers to know that they are one in Christ. 

 
In Ephesians 3, Paul lays out the mission to which God had called Him and God calls us. 
 
  In Verses 1-7, Paul addresses the revealed mystery of the Gospel and his telling it. 
 

In Verses 8-13, Paul reminds them (and us) that the church shows God’s wisdom in 
fulfilling His purposes. 

 

Paul was on mission to reveal the Mystery. (v 1-7) 
 
  Paul expressed his unworthiness of knowing the mystery. 
    He said the mystery was revealed to him because of grace (v 2,8) 
      God had chosen him to reveal this mystery to others (v 2) 
   
  Paul said the mystery was hidden from others but is now made clear. (v 4-5) 
  
  Paul stated the mystery involved Gentiles being transformed because of the Gospel. 
       
      Fellow Heirs (Citizens) with God’s people (2:19) of the riches of God (1:3-14) 
      Fellow Members of the same body (2:16) 
      Fellow Partakers of the same promise (2:12) 
 
Galatians 3:29—And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 

 
 

1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 assuming that 

you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 how the 

mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, 

you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the 

sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and proph-

ets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same 

body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel I was 

made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of 

his power.  

Ephesians 3:1-7                    English Standard Version  (ESV) 
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Paul called the church to share the wisdom of God with others (v 8-13) 
 
    “Paul described the church as a divine agent and as a divine fellowship with a divine mandate.” 

 
    Paul said he was the least but he was called to share and reveal the gospel. (v 8-9) 
      He revealed the plan (Ephesians 1:9-10; 2:8-9) 
        God’s plan was to bring all things under Christ. 
      Paul used his gifting from God to encourage and build up the church. 

 
    Paul said the church reveal his glory to the angels 

1 Peter 1:12—It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the 
things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to 
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 

 
    Paul said the most important purpose of the church is to glorify God 
      What has He done for us? 
        He gives us boldness in Christ. 
        He gives us access and confidence through Christ. 
 
 

We are called to be His Ambassadors. It is a blessing even in the midst of difficulty. We do not 
need to lose heart because He is in Control. 

 
 
 
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

1. From where does the desire to share the gifts that God provides come? 
2. This passage shows that God’s grace flows into our lives not only for our own benefit but 

also for the benefit of others. Paul clearly understood his role in sharing with others. 
Where do you see yourself fitting in? 

3. As we think about this passage, what would make you willing to share with others even 
though it might involve personal sacrifice? 

8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan 

of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church 

the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in 

him. 13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory. 

Ephesians 3:8-13                    English Standard Version  (ESV) 


