
HOSEA:  His Job, His Family and His Message 
Sunday, February 3, 2019  —  Hosea: God’s Scandalous Love series —  Msg 2 —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

Assyrian Empire rising and destroys Israel in 722BC  leaving Judah still standing. 
Hosea & Amos preach against social injustices and covenantal disobedience; day of judgment coming  
Jonah reluctantly preaches to Nineveh (Babylon) 
Isaiah (745-690BC) greatest prophet of his day;  preaches the rich promise of a Savior & His kingdom  
Micah overlaps with Isaiah; rebukes Israel for societal sins and foretells God’s victory over Sennacherib 
 
Assyria continues but eventually declines as Babylon rises up; prophets proclaim God’s chosen people 
Zephaniah denounces worship of other gods, says judgment to come,  but God will also bring renewal 
Nahum  declares that Assyria will end its tyranny 
Habakkuk (640-609BC) preaches God’s covenantal ways leading up to Judah’s fall to Babylon 
Jeremiah  also declares God’s message to Judah to repent (for 40 years) until Jerusalem falls in 587BC 
 

God’s people now under the shadow of exile as power shifts from Babylon to Persia  
Daniel is taken to Babylon 608-536BC;  he declares perilous times with future days of glory for God’s people 
Ezekiel  joins them in Babylon 597-571BC   
Obadiah among other things, he envisions Babylon’s invasion of Judah in 587BC 
Haggai & Zechariah returning to Jerusalem from Persia 520; rebuilding temple, looking to glory/Messiah 
 

Malachi, Ezra, Nehemiah,  problems rebuilding Jerusalem; message of restoring faithful worship flows in 
commitment to God and covenantal obedience.  Rebuked insincere worship, failure of priests,  infidelity. 
Joel  calls the people to repentance amidst a terrible plague of locusts. 
 

DEEPER BACKGROUND & SETTING OF HOSEA: 

So WHAT EXACTLY is a ‘PROPHET’?      
  

 1)  There are God’s prophets and there are pagan prophets.  
 

 2)  Uses of the term ‘prophet’: 
  —  a visionary leader 
  —  a ‘seer’  (aka— fortune-teller:  ‘A prophet for profit.’) 
  —  a ‘proclaimer’:  one who declares a message.  
 

 3)  Amidst God’s people there were true prophets and false prophets.   
  —  True prophets always pointed people to worship God alone.  
  —  All the prophets highlighted in Scripture were true prophets.  
 

 4)  ‘True’ or ‘good’ prophets prophesied about: 
  —  current issues— (usually keeping/breaking the covenant with God) 
  —  future events— ( the coming Messiah,  judgment,  renewal/restoration)  
 

 5)  Prophets were not teachers of God’s Word/Law.  The priests were to do that.  
 

 6)  Prophets had particular messages:  usually warning, judgment, repentance, salvation.  
  see www.bibleproject.com   ‘The Prophets’ 

 
THE POPULAR OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS WE SHOULD LEARN ABOUT… 
 

 Genesis — Psalms :   Abraham, Moses, Samuel, Nathan, Elijah, Elisha, etc.  
      (2000BC  to  800BC)  
 

 The Major/Minor Prophets:   During the Divided Kingdom       [Israel (north)  Judah (south)] 
 (760BC  to  400BC)            

700’s BC 

600’s BC 

500’s BC 

400’s BC 



THE MODEL   &  THE MESSAGE 
 

The life of Hosea and his family constantly model God’s 
message to Israel (and to us) all the way through his 
prophecy.   
 
 

vs 2-3  Hosea’s own family-life would vividly expose  
      Israel’s great unfaithfulness and injury to the Lord.  
       —  Gomer wanders,   Hosea pursues.  
       —  Israel idolizes,   God corrects and redeems. 
       —  We are unfaithful,   yet He is faithful.  

 
 

vs 4-5  In His mercy, God uses radical signs and  
      symbols to communicate His message.    

Hosea’s first born is named after an incident where a 
godly man (Naboth of Jezreel) was murdered by King 
Ahab and Jezebel.  See 1st Kings 16:29-34 and 21:1-24  
Ahab’s nationalizing of Baal worship and all manner  
of societal wickedness was going to be judged.  

 

 
vs 6-7  There is a certain, terrifying judgment that 
      comes upon those who are not God’s children.  
        — ‘bore a daughter’  — but not Hosea’s child 
        —  Israel apostate, Judah faithful.  
        —  Israel condemned,  Judah miraculously saved.  

 
vs 8-11  God’s covenant with His people will only be  
     fulfilled by His own mercy and grace.  
       —  Again, not Hosea’s child. 
       —  Israel has lost all claim to God’s covenant. 
       —  ‘YET’… God’s covenant with Abraham renewed 
     Gen. 22:17  and 32:12  like the stars/sand 
       —  Most intimate restoration of relationship 
             with God & each other. 
        

Romans 5:8-9 
8  but God shows his love for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we 
have now been justified by his blood, much more shall 
we be saved by him from the wrath of God.  

 
 
 
 

 

1 The word of the Lord that came to Hosea, the 
son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of 
Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. 
 
2 When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the 
Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of 
whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the 
land commits great whoredom by forsaking the 
Lord.” 3 So he went and took Gomer, the daughter 
of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 
 
4 And the Lord said to him, “Call his name Jezreel, 
for in just a little while I will punish the house of 
Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end 
to the kingdom of the house of Israel. 5 And on 
that day I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley 
of Jezreel.” 
 
6 She conceived again and bore a daughter. And 
the Lord said to him, “Call her name No Mercy, for 
I will no more have mercy on the house of Israel, to 
forgive them at all. 7 But I will have mercy on the 
house of Judah, and I will save them by the Lord 
their God. I will not save them by bow or by sword 
or by war or by horses or by horsemen.” 
 
8 When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived 
and bore a son. 9 And the Lord said, “Call his name 
Not My People, for you are not my people, and I 
am not your God.” 
 
10  Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be 
like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured 
or numbered. And in the place where it was said to 
them, “You are not my people,” it shall be said to 
them, “Children of the living God.” 11 And the chil-
dren of Judah and the children of Israel shall be 
gathered together, and they shall appoint for 
themselves one head. And they shall go up from 
the land, for great shall be the day of Jezreel.  

Hosea chapter 1              English Standard Version (ESV) 

God’s message through Hosea and his family is poetically SHOUTING…   
‘People, you’ve blown it.  You’ve forsaken me in everyway.  BUT I am going to 
save you without any help from you or anyone else.   I am the Ancient of Days 
who reigns on high and establishes your salvation after the counsel of my own 
will and grace.  I only require that you turn and trust in Me alone.’  


