
LAST WEEK:    “SAVORING MICAH 5:2”     the significance of Bethlehem 

 
ISAIAH 7:14   

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

 
ISAIAH 9:1-2 

1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has 
made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2       The people who walked in darkness 
                 have seen a great light; 
       those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
                  on them has light shone. 

 
ISAIAH 9:6 

For to us a child is born,  
       to us a son is given;  
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,  
       and his name shall be called  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
        Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
 

LUKE 1:76-79           [Zechariah’s Prophecy Concerning His Son, John the Baptist’s Birth] 
76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; 
        For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, 
77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people 
        By the remission of their sins, 
78 Through the tender mercy of our God, 
        With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 
79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, 
        To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 

 
JOHN 1:1-13 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John [the Baptist]. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

HOPE FOR THE HOPELESS HAS ARRIVED 
Christmas Sunday        —        December 20, 2020 —        Pastor Andrew Coleman 



 

1)  HOPE REQUIRES HOLINESS.    
 Hebrews 12:14    ...without holiness no one will see the Lord. 
 Romans 5:12   Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 
     and so death spread to all men because all sinned—  
 Romans 6:22        But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, 

     the fruit you reap leads to holiness, and the outcome is eternal life.  

 

      THROUGH CHRIST, GOD BRINGS HIS HOLINESS TO US. 
 ISAIAH 7:14;  Genesis 3:15;  Luke 1:27;  Matthew 1:18-25;  1 John 4:9;  John 3:16; John 8:58 

  The virgin birth is critically important to God’s plan to redeem us.  
  Christ, the Messiah, is conceived of the Holy Spirit not Sinful Man.  
  The virgin birth is not only a sign but also a necessary function in our salvation.  
  The virgin birth leads to the perfect sacrifice of Christ for our sins.  
  Without the virgin birth there would be no worthy sacrifice to pay for sin.  
  The virgin birth assumes the pre-existent, divine sonship of Jesus.  
  The virgin birth is the way by which God joins humanity to save humanity.  

  
 

2)  HOPE REQUIRES LIGHT.   
 Proverbs 4:19  The way of the wicked is deep darkness;  they do not know over what they stumble.  
 John 3:19-20    People loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.   
               For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, 
               lest his works should be exposed.  
  Matthew 6:23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light  
              in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  
 Matthew 22:13   …cast into the outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

      THROUGH CHRIST, LIGHT ENTERS A WORLD THAT IS DARK IN SIN.   
 See page 1:   Isaiah 9:1-2;  Luke 1:76-79;  John 1:1-13;   also see John 17:17 and 18:38 
 
 2 CORINTHIANS 4:6 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to  
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 3)  HOPE REQUIRES GODLY RULE. 
 See page 1:   ISAIAH 9:6;   
   

       THROUGH CHRIST, RIGHTEOUS LEADERSHIP BRINGS PEACE AND HOPE. 
 See Luke 1:31-33;  Psalm 2! 

 
KEY QUESTIONS: 
 

 Do you have the holiness of God?   It is gained only by faith in Christ.  

 Do you walk in darkness or light?  Is your standard the fallen world or God’s Word? 

 Does Christ rule as King in your heart?  He will have no rivals.  


