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REVIEW: 
     
1) Paul wrote to the Ephesians about what God has accomplished through Christ and how our new posi-

tion with Him affects our life. (Christian Faith and Christian Life) 
2) The city in which they lived was a challenge because of people trusted in a false god. 
3) Paul began by telling the church about the incredible blessings they have in Christ. 
 
In Ephesians 1:3-14 he tells them of the work of the Trinity in their salvation. 

 The Father loved them by choosing and adopting them. 
 The Son forgives them by redeeming them and giving them an incredible inheritance. 
 The Spirit seals them by being a down payment of things to come. 

 
Whenever we are tempted to question God’s commitment to us, we need to look to the cross and remem-

ber that He has lavished on us...love, forgiveness, and mercy.  
 

Paul’s Response to the blessings of God is to actively pray for them and to worship God. 
 

Notice His Prayer for them…. 
1) He thanks God for their enduring faith and love (v 15-16) 
    
  Paul is not focusing on himself, but in qualities that he sees in others. 
 
     Faith—not saving faith but a daily faith 
       Shown in daily living for Jesus (Asking What Would Jesus Do) 
        Displayed in trusting Him for everything that takes place 
 
     Love—not love as a reaction from being treated well by others 
       Love that comes from a heart and life submitted to God (See Fruit of the Spirit) 

 

15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the 
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according 
to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things un-
der his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Ephesians 1:15-23              English Standard Version  (ESV) 



God’s New People 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020  —  Ephesians Series—MS Msg 3  —    Pastor Jason Hill 

2) He prays for God to grow them in certain ways. (v 18-23) 
   
   In Hope—They have been called to it. 
    Hope is a confident expectation of the future. It is to be sure and certain. 
 

Before Christ…... 
Ephesians 2:12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

 
      In Christ…. There is hope. One is moved from no hope to hope.  
        Hope changes how one lives in the present, because you know the future.  
 
   In the Riches of Inheritance—  
    The inheritance is in the saints. 

Ephesians 1:11–12 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 
12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

 
     God sees the believer as His treasure, purchased at a great cost. 
       He loves the believer, delights in the believer and wants the believer to know it. 
 

Paul is praying that the eyes of the believers might be opened to know how precious saints 
are in God’s eyes.  

 
   In His available power — 
    The same power that resurrected and glorified Jesus is available to believers. 
    The power is not our limited power but God’s power. 
    Why is it available? Because of His love. 
      You don’t have to look anywhere else to find what is needed for life. It is in Christ!  
      

Ephesians 1:3-14              English Standard Version  (ESV) 

15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the 
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according 
to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things un-
der his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
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REVIEW: 
     
1) Paul wrote to the Ephesians about what God has accomplished _______________ and how our new 

___________ with Him affects our life. (Christian ________ and Christian _________) 
2) The city in which they lived was a __________________ because many people trusted in ___________. 
3) Paul began by telling the church about the incredible ________________ they have in Christ. 
 
In Ephesians 1:3-14 he tells them of the work of the Trinity in _________________. 

 The Father loved them by _____________ and ____________ them. 
 The Son forgives them by ______________ them and giving them an incredible ______________. 
 The Spirit seals them by being a ____________________ of things to come. 

 
Whenever we are tempted to question God’s commitment to us, we need to look to the cross and remem-

ber that He has lavished on us...love, forgiveness, and mercy.  
 

Paul’s Response to the blessings of God is to actively __________ for them and to ____________ God. 
 

Notice His Prayer for them…. 
1) He ____________________ God for their enduring faith and love (v 15-16) 
    
  Paul is focusing on himself, but in ________________ that he sees in others. 
 
     Faith—not ______________ faith but a _________________ faith 
       Shown in daily living for Jesus (Asking What Would Jesus Do) 
        Displayed in ____________ Him for everything that takes place 
 
     Love—not love as a ____________ from treatment of others but what comes from God 
       Love that comes from a heart and life _____________ to God (See Fruit of the Spirit) 

 

15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the 
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according 
to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things un-
der his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Ephesians 1:15-23              English Standard Version  (ESV) 
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2) He prays for God to _________________ them in certain ways. (v 18-23) 
   
   In Hope—They have been called to it. 
    Hope is a ___________________ expectation of the future. It is to be ________ and ________. 
 

Before Christ…... 
Ephesians 2:12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alien-
ated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world. 

 
      In Christ…. There is hope. One is _______________ from no hope to hope.  
        Hope changes how one lives in the _________, because you know the ________.  
 
   In the Riches of Inheritance—  
    The inheritance is in the _____________. 

Ephesians 1:11–12 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 
so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

 
     God sees the believer as His __________________, purchased at a great cost. 
       He _______ the believer, __________ in the believer and wants the believer to know it. 
 

Paul is praying that the ________ of the believers might be opened to know how __________ 
saints are in God’s eyes.  

 
   In His available power — 
    The same power that _____________ and _______________ Jesus is available to believers. 
    The power is not our _________________ power but God’s power. 
    Why is it available? Because of His __________________. 
      You don’t have ____________ anywhere else to find what is ____________ for life.  
           It is in Christ!  

Ephesians 1:3-14              English Standard Version  (ESV) 

15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the 
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according 
to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things un-
der his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
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Small Group Discussion Questions   

   1. Imagine that Paul’s prayer was answered in your life. What might look different? 
2. How does this passage invite you to pray for people differently? When you pray for others, are 

the focus points of your prayer similar to what Paul is praying? 
3. Of the three realities for which Paul prayed (hope, inheritance, and power) in which area do you 

most need to grow? Why? 
4. Spend some time memorizing Ephesians 2:8-10. 
     Read it three times and ask someone to try to recite as much as they can. 

 
Ephesians 2:8–10 (ESV) 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 

of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 

in them. 
 

Ephesians 1:3-14              English Standard Version  (ESV) 

15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the 
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according 
to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things un-
der his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 


